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Word Study

In all the verses with the word אשׁרי )ashrei), the word is used as a predicate adjective followed by a linking verb to be. Of course, in the original Hebrew text, the linking verb is an implied verb instead of an actual verb. However, the structures of the sentences indicate that the word is used as a predicate adjective. There is not a single occurrence that the word is used as an attributive adjective like “the אשׁרי )ashrei) man went to worship God”. It is really interesting and is something new for me. 
In all the forty some occurrences, the word is used to proclaim general truths in more or less the same format “אשׁרי )ashrei) is the man whom …” (Job 5:17). This is a positive adjective to qualify an individual (proverb 16:20) or a group (Deut. 33:29). We can be sure that it is a positive adjective because sometimes it is used to show contrast with the condemnations awaiting the wicked people. (Proverb 28:14, 29:18)

Though אשׁרי )ashrei) is a positive adjective, the predicate subjects in many of the verses are not necessarily going through comfortable situation (Psalm 94:12). We can say that אשׁרי )ashrei) is to describe a status that is not necessarily related to immediate physical favors. On the contrary, immediate discomfort may be used by God to discipline those who are אשׁרי )ashrei) (Job 5:17). 

Of course there are cases that immediate physical favors are present (Psalm 127:5, 128:2). However, whether or not the favors are imminent, the favors must be the result of a good relationship with the Lord, except one verse (Ecclesiastes 10:17). Obviously, אשׁרי )ashrei) is to qualify an individual or a group who has a good relationship with the Lord. 

Among the reasons mentioned are “God has chosen them”(Psalm 65:4), “they have chosen to worship God”(Psalm 144:15), “they fear God and honor His way”(Proverb 28:14), “they trust and rely on God”(Psalm 34:8), and “God has forgiven them”(Psalm 32:2). 

אשׁרי )ashrei) is never used to describe the subjective fleeting feeling or emotions of individuals. On the contrary, אשׁרי )ashrei) is used to qualify those individuals who are determined and show perseverance in honoring God’s way in their behavior (Proverb 8:34). 

In many cases, we can see that a אשׁרי )ashrei) person will avoid the future calamities and condemnations facing many other people who are not אשׁרי )ashrei) due to the judgment of God (Proverb 29:18). 

In one extreme case, those who obey the will of the Lord to kill the wicked are also called אשׁרי )ashrei) (Psalm 137:8-9). Therefore, we should not think that those who try offend nobody are אשׁרי )ashrei). A more accurate way of understanding this word is: those who has a good relationship with the Lord is אשׁרי )ashrei) (Isaiah 30:18).        

Conclusion

(1) אשׁרי )ashrei) is an adjective with a positive connotation, usually used as a predicate adjective to proclaim a general truth. (2)  אשׁרי )ashrei) is used to qualify an individual or a group which has a good relationship with the Lord. (3)  אשׁרי )ashrei) is used to refer to a status of an individual or a group instead of their fleeting emotions. (4) Being אשׁרי )ashrei) is a status that is generally desired. For one thing, the individual or group will be spared of the future condemnations due to God’s judgment. (5) I believe we’d better translate אשׁרי )ashrei) as “blessed” instead of “happy”.      
Search the Bible for H835 אשׁרי in KJV_Strongs

  אשׁרי )ashrei)
Deuteronomy 33:29 (KJV_Strongs)

  29 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H3478 art thou, O Israel H5971 : who is like unto thee, O people H3467 saved [H8737]   H3068 by the LORD H4043 , the shield H5828 of thy help H2719 , and who is the sword H1346 of thy excellency H341 ! and thine enemies [H8802]   H3584 shall be found liars [H8735]   H1869 unto thee; and thou shalt tread [H8799]   H1116 upon their high places. 
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1 Kings 10:8 (KJV_Strongs)

  8 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H582 are thy men H835 , אשרי(ashrei) H5650 are these thy servants H5975 , which stand [H8802]   H8548 continually H6440 before H8085 thee, and that hear [H8802]   H2451 thy wisdom. 
2 Chronicles 9:7 (KJV_Strongs)

  7 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H582 are thy men H835 , and אשרי(ashrei) H5650 are these thy servants H5975 , which stand [H8802]   H8548 continually H6440 before H8085 thee, and hear [H8802]   H2451 thy wisdom. 
Job 5:17 (KJV_Strongs)

  17 H835 Behold, אשרי(ashrei) H582 is the man H433 whom God H3198 correcteth [H8686]   H3988 : therefore despise [H8799]   H4148 not thou the chastening H7706 of the Almighty: 
Psalms 1:1 (KJV_Strongs)

  1 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H376 is the man H1980 that walketh [H8804]   H6098 not in the counsel H7563 of the ungodly H5975 , nor standeth [H8804]   H1870 in the way H2400 of sinners H3427 , nor sitteth [H8804]   H4186 in the seat H3887 of the scornful [H8801]  . 
Psalms 2:12 (KJV_Strongs)

  12 H5401 Kiss [H8761]   H1248 the Son H599 , lest he be angry [H8799]   H6 , and ye perish [H8799]   H1870 from the way H639 , when his wrath H1197 is kindled [H8799]   H4592 but a little H835 . אשרי(ashrei) H2620 are all they that put their trust [H8802]   in him. 
Psalms 32:1 (KJV_Strongs)

  1 H1732 A Psalm of David H4905 , Maschil [H8688]   H835 . אשרי(ashrei) H6588 is he whose transgression H5375 is forgiven [H8803]   H2401 , whose sin H3680 is covered [H8803]  . 
Psalms 32:2 (KJV_Strongs)

  2 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H120 is the man H3068 unto whom the LORD H2803 imputeth [H8799]   H5771 not iniquity H7307 , and in whose spirit H7423 there is no guile. 
Psalms 33:12 (KJV_Strongs)

  12 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H1471 is the nation H430 whose God H3068 is the LORD H5971 ; and the people H977 whom he hath chosen [H8804]   H5159 for his own inheritance. 
Psalms 34:8 (KJV_Strongs)

  8 H2938 O taste [H8798]   H7200 and see [H8798]   H3068 that the LORD H2896 is good H835 : אשרי(ashrei) H1397 is the man H2620 that trusteth [H8799]   in him. 
Psalms 40:4 (KJV_Strongs)

  4 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H1397 is that man H7760 that maketh [H8804]   H3068 the LORD H4009 his trust H6437 , and respecteth [H8804]   H7295 not the proud H7750 , nor such as turn aside [H8802]   H3577 to lies. 
Psalms 41:1 (KJV_Strongs)

  1 H5329 To the chief Musician [H8764]   H4210 , A Psalm H1732 of David H835 . אשרי(ashrei) H7919 is he that considereth [H8688]   H1800 the poor H3068 : the LORD H4422 will deliver [H8762]   H3117 him in time H7451 of trouble. 
Psalms 65:4 (KJV_Strongs)

  4 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H977 is the man whom thou choosest [H8799]   H7126 , and causest to approach [H8762]   H7931 unto thee, that he may dwell [H8799]   H2691 in thy courts H7646 : we shall be satisfied [H8799]   H2898 with the goodness H1004 of thy house H6918 , even of thy holy H1964 temple. 
Psalms 84:4 (KJV_Strongs)

  4 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H3427 are they that dwell [H8802]   H1004 in thy house H1984 : they will be still praising [H8762]   H5542 thee. Selah. 
Psalms 84:5 (KJV_Strongs)

  5 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H120 is the man H5797 whose strength H3824 is in thee; in whose heart H4546 are the ways of them . 
Psalms 84:12 (KJV_Strongs)

  12 H3068 O LORD H6635 of hosts H835 , אשרי(ashrei) H120 is the man H982 that trusteth [H8802]   in thee. 
Psalms 89:15 (KJV_Strongs)

  15 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H5971 is the people H3045 that know [H8802]   H8643 the joyful sound H1980 : they shall walk [H8762]   H3068 , O LORD H216 , in the light H6440 of thy countenance. 
Psalms 94:12 (KJV_Strongs)

  12 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H1397 is the man H3256 whom thou chastenest [H8762]   H3050 , O LORD H3925 , and teachest [H8762]   H8451 him out of thy law; 
Psalms 106:3 (KJV_Strongs)

  3 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H8104 are they that keep [H8802]   H4941 judgment H6213 , and he that doeth [H8802]   H6666 righteousness H6256 at all times. 
Psalms 112:1 (KJV_Strongs)

  1 H1984 Praise [H8761]   H3050 ye the LORD H835 . אשרי(ashrei) H376 is the man H3372 that feareth [H8804]   H3068 the LORD H2654 , that delighteth [H8804]   H3966 greatly H4687 in his commandments. 
Psalms 119:1 (KJV_Strongs)

  1 H835 ALEPH. אשרי(ashrei) H8549 are the undefiled H1870 in the way H1980 , who walk [H8802]   H8451 in the law H3068 of the LORD. 
Psalms 119:2 (KJV_Strongs)

  2 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H5341 are they that keep [H8802]   H5713 his testimonies H1875 , and that seek [H8799]   H3820 him with the whole heart. 
Psalms 127:5 (KJV_Strongs)

  5 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H1397 is the man H827 that hath his quiver H4390 full [H8765]   H954 of them: they shall not be ashamed [H8799]   H1696 , but they shall speak [H8762]   H341 with the enemies [H8802]   H8179 in the gate. 
Psalms 128:1 (KJV_Strongs)

  1 H7892 A Song H4609 of degrees H835 . אשרי(ashrei) H3373 is every one that feareth H3068 the LORD H1980 ; that walketh [H8802]   H1870 in his ways. 
Psalms 128:2 (KJV_Strongs)

  2 H398 For thou shalt eat [H8799]   H3018 the labour H3709 of thine hands H835 : אשרי(ashrei) H2896 shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee. 
Psalms 137:8 (KJV_Strongs)

  8 H1323 O daughter H894 of Babylon H7703 , who art to be destroyed [H8803]   H835 ; אשרי(ashrei) H7999 shall he be, that rewardeth [H8762]   H1580 thee as thou hast served [H8804]   H1576   us. 
Psalms 137:9 (KJV_Strongs)

  9 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H270 shall he be, that taketh [H8799]   H5310 and dasheth [H8765]   H5768 thy little ones H5553 against the stones. 
Psalms 144:15 (KJV_Strongs)

  15 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H5971 is that people H3602 , that is in such a case H835 : yea, אשרי(ashrei) H5971 is that people H430 , whose God H3068 is the LORD. 
Psalms 146:5 (KJV_Strongs)

  5 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H410 is he that hath the God H3290 of Jacob H5828 for his help H7664 , whose hope H3068 is in the LORD H430 his God: 
Proverbs 3:13 (KJV_Strongs)

  13 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H120 is the man H4672 that findeth [H8804]   H2451 wisdom H120 , and the man H6329 that getteth [H8686]   H8394 understanding. 

  32 H8085 Now therefore hearken [H8798]   H1121 unto me, O ye children H835 : for אשרי(ashrei) H8104 are they that keep [H8799]   H1870 my ways. 
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Proverbs 8:34 (KJV_Strongs)

  34 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H120 is the man H8085 that heareth [H8802]   H8245 me, watching [H8800]   H3117 daily H3117   H1817 at my gates H8104 , waiting [H8800]   H4201 at the posts H6607 of my doors. 
Proverbs 14:21 (KJV_Strongs)

  21 H936 He that despiseth [H8802]   H7453 his neighbour H2398 sinneth [H8802]   H2603 : but he that hath mercy [H8781]   H6035 on the poor [H8675]   H6041   H835 , אשרי(ashrei) is he. 
Proverbs 16:20 (KJV_Strongs)

  20 H1697 He that handleth a matter H7919 wisely [H8688]   H4672 shall find [H8799]   H2896 good H982 : and whoso trusteth [H8802]   H3068 in the LORD H835 , אשרי(ashrei) is he. 
Proverbs 20:7 (KJV_Strongs)

  7 H6662 The just H1980 man walketh [H8693]   H8537 in his integrity H1121 : his children H835 are אשרי(ashrei) H310 after him. 
Proverbs 28:14 (KJV_Strongs)

  14 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H120 is the man H6342 that feareth [H8764]   H8548 alway H7185 : but he that hardeneth [H8688]   H3820 his heart H5307 shall fall [H8799]   H7451 into mischief. 
Proverbs 29:18 (KJV_Strongs)

  18 H2377 Where there is no vision H5971 , the people H6544 perish [H8735]   H8104 : but he that keepeth [H8802]   H8451 the law H835 , אשרי(ashrei) is he. 
Ecclesiastes 10:17 (KJV_Strongs)

  17 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H776 art thou, O land H4428 , when thy king H1121 is the son H2715 of nobles H8269 , and thy princes H398 eat [H8799]   H6256 in due season H1369 , for strength H8358 , and not for drunkenness! 
Isaiah 30:18 (KJV_Strongs)

  18 H3068 And therefore will the LORD H2442 wait [H8762]   H2603 , that he may be gracious [H8800]   H7311 unto you, and therefore will he be exalted [H8799]   H7355 , that he may have mercy [H8763]   H3068 upon you: for the LORD H430 is a God H4941 of judgment H835 : אשרי(ashrei) H2442 are all they that wait [H8802]   for him. 
Isaiah 32:20 (KJV_Strongs)

  20 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H2232 are ye that sow [H8802]   H4325 beside all waters H7971 , that send forth [H8764]   H7272 thither the feet H7794 of the ox H2543 and the ass. 
Isaiah 56:2 (KJV_Strongs)

  2 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H582 is the man H6213 that doeth [H8799]   H1121 this, and the son H120 of man H2388 that layeth hold [H8686]   H8104 on it; that keepeth [H8802]   H7676 the sabbath H2490 from polluting [H8763]   H8104 it, and keepeth [H8802]   H3027 his hand H6213 from doing [H8800]   H7451 any evil. 
Daniel 12:12 (KJV_Strongs)

  12 H835 אשרי(ashrei) H2442 is he that waiteth [H8764]   H5060 , and cometh [H8686]   H505 to the thousand H7969 three H3967 hundred H2568 and five H7970 and thirty H3117 days. 
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