Name: Dennis Yeung
Course Number: THS 503  

Date: Nov 14th  2012
“Meditation on Revelation 21:1-5 and 22:1-7” 

Course Instructor: Marc Cortez

Mail Box: 198 

Meditation on Revelation 21:1-5 and 22:1-7
These two texts both end with some kind of assurance that these things are real, credible and should be believed. Though we do not know much about the details of the future hope, the scripture obviously does not allow us to think that those future things are just kind of make-believe or some kind of analogy. It seems that the scripture encourages us to believe that those future promises are for real and we should think along this line.

Because the future place is for real, we should believe that (as Jesus also told us so) it is now being prepared. We do not know much about the details but we do know that it will be unlike anything here on the earth, i.e. no more tears, deaths, pain, sorrows, etc.

However, the scripture does not want us to think it is something very abstract. It encourages us to believe that the goodness over there is for real, and so we are given a picture that resembles a good place here on earth, i.e. city, street, living water, fruit bearing trees, leaves of great medicinal values, God’s government, opportunities to serve God, no more scary darkness, etc.  

It is good that the texts do not get to detail because everybody can exercise their imaginations so as to be encouraged in the face of a lot of hardships, tears, deaths, pain, sorrows, etc. One great comfort is that the future place is not going to be like the earth with all those curses. Another great comfort is that whatever pure kind of goodness we have ever experienced here on earth will be found there in abundance. 

I especially like verse 2 of chapter 22. The phrase “the leaves … for healing all peoples” suggests a possibility that there will be a period of time during which people will be made whole. This thought allows me to have a better imagination of what is going to happen because it is not easy for me to imagine that all residents will suddenly become whole when the new Kingdom appears.  
