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War of Words  by Paul David Tripp
The perspective on spiritual warfare and spiritual growth as presented by this book will indeed help many readers focus their will power and efforts on the “real thing” in order to win the fight and complete our faith journey. The notion of words being the most strategic point of action ties in very well with James 3:2: If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man. Actually readers nowadays are even more ready to applaud such messages because we now have computer science which makes it easier to illustrate the war of words using digital viruses. A revised version of this book should include one chapter on this.
Some of the messages are helpful to me: (1) Satan lies to us by misinterpreting the reality; (2) most of the checklists are very helpful; (2) the destructive power of a couple of words can be huge, like “You always …” or “You never …”; (3) we should mind those “idol words”; (4) our words should demonstrate God’s sovereignty instead of serving our selfish ends; (5) moments for ministry instead of moments for frustration; (6) change our own agenda and speak as the ambassador of Christ.

The writer’s ENCOURAGE model for biblical confrontation is very comprehensive in helping readers to prepare themselves well before and conduct themselves wisely during a confrontation. Unfortunately, not much has been said regarding positive sensitivity to the ones we are planning to confront. It means we have to consider which will be the best time and place for a confrontation so that they will benefit most from such a confrontation.  Besides, I think this book has not sufficiently touched on how to remove the negative words from our hearts; otherwise we won’t be able to say the good words from the bottom of our hearts and will become hypocrites.  
When I Don’t Desire God – How to Fight for Joy   by  John Piper

I like the contents page of this book more than that of the previous book because it manages very well to present the flow of key messages in the book and helps the readers to retain the core messages. In my opinion, the messages here are very much connected to the messages of War of Words. In War of Words the focus is on word battles when interacting with others while in this book the focus is on word battles inside of our hearts.

This book has actually helped me fight for joy during this semester. The message that has helped me most is: the enemy of joy is “unbelief” (with Satanic forces behind). So whenever I was depressed, I preached to myself (the writer encourages readers to do so especially when good preaching is not available) saying, “I have to fight for joy; I have to fight to see; Satan is blinding my eyes; I need the words of God to let me see the truth; …” I would then shift to prayer mode and ask God to enlighten me with His words. When I saw all the possibilities because of His sovereignty (winning the word battle inside), I was filled with joy again. The whole experience tied in very well with my habit formation exercise which was “putting to death the words of unbelief”.

I like the last chapter which encourages us to stay with those (like John Newton did to his friend) who suffer from chronic depression despite their sustained efforts to fight for joy. If I were the writer, I would add one chapter to explore how joys and sorrows can go along with each other.
The Beautiful Fight   by Gary Thomas
My impression is that the writer starts with challenging the readers to think how real God is to us. We are all humbled when reading the stories of those great Christian martyrs. Can we sacrifice our lives for our faith? Are we merely practicing “moralism”? I agree with the writer that we do need to be shaken up a little bit and evaluate our faith.

I also agree that most Christians including myself want to experience the empowering presence of God but somehow we have seldom been taught how. I can add a bit of my own observation here: most evangelical churches are very cautious when it comes to experiencing God in an existential way. To a certain extent they discourage members from seeking experiences more than the knowledge of the word of God. On the other hand, however, charismatic churches encourage members to seek experiences more than the knowledge of the word. Should we strike a balance? The author encourages us to experience God through offering our bodies as living sacrifices to God. Jesus will continue His ministry on earth using our eyes, ears, mouths, brains, hearts and limbs. However, he added that all these experiences have to be validated by the word of God and the fruit of interaction with other members of Christian communities. I agree.

As I am attending a church that puts more emphasis on supernatural experiences, I am quite aware of the pitfalls of seeking too hard after bodily experiences. Some readers may misinterpret Gary’s notion of full-bodied faith. In my opinion, we can largely focus on experiencing the power of His Word in order to experience God because the Word is God. To be filled with God’s Spirit is to be filled with His word and the fruit is kindness, joy, peace, patience, … gentleness and self-control.              

The Mark of Jesus  by  Timothy George & John Woodbridge

The mark of Jesus is “love” – love between Christian groups and love for people of other religions. I agree with the implication of this book that nowadays Christians in general fail to display this mark of Jesus. Differences in doctrines discourage denominations from interacting with each other and sometimes even differences in individual experiences may result in divisions or rejection. The concept of “evangelical consensus” is good but from my observation and personal experiences Christian groups are still far from having one. 

In my opinion, the “my-God’s-better-than-your-god” attitude is still strong among us, making it difficult for Christian groups to fruitfully work with other religious groups. Even worse, the “my-denomination’s-better-than-yours” attitude is also posing an obstacle to inter-denominational cooperation. I think Christianity by nature is “lonely” because the Bible clearly proclaims that God is one and all other gods are false. “Worse still”, those who choose to not accept Jesus as their savior will be burnt in the lake of fire (R-rating and threatening). To make matter even worse, some if not many who preach such “unfriendly” messages are hypocrites. The situation is not looking good and I agree with the writers that it is an urgent calling for Christians to bear the mark of Jesus. This is not easy and only those who are empowered by the Holy Spirit can do so.

However, this book is trying to give readers an impression that speaking the truth in love is all we need to do when we disagree with people. If then, do we need another John the Baptist?                

