SFS 501 Learn to Love God and Others
Small Group Evaluation form – Mid Term

How effectively is your group promoting the spiritual growth of its members?

On a 1 to 10 scale (with 10 being the most effective), I would say it has been a 6. Most importantly, the group provides opportunities for us to share our spiritual insights or concerns and pray about them. As a matter of fact, we sensed the Holy Spirit did help us organize our thoughts as we were sharing and praying in some of our meetings. As a result, we both got something new and positive at the ends of those meeting. One advantage for our group is: we are members of the same church and as we share the same churching background, we tend to refer more to our church situations during our discussions in a hope of helping our church reach maturity. Two “problems” with our church collective mentality we have identified: (1) we have emphasized supernatural experiences more than the intake of the word of God for spiritual growth; (2) we have emphasized traditional patterns of behavior (like clapping hands or singing aloud) more than respecting individual differences in worshipping and serving God.

Besides, our small group also serves to heighten our sense of accountability in our spiritual pursuit because we have promised to watch and alert each other to keep ourselves from falling away in our walk with Christ. I have especially asked my partner to alert me when he finds “words of unbelief” slip out of my mouth.

What could you do to help make the group more effective?

I could help make the group more effective in 5 ways: (1) pray for fruitful sharing ahead of time; (2) mentally prepare the sharing content ahead of time; (3) be more transparent especially in sharing about weaknesses; (4) strictly comply with the rules of confidentiality and verbally assure my partner of my compliance time and again; (5) assure my partner time and again that I am more interested in building an eternal relationship with him than completing my assignment.

What could the other member do to help make it more effective?

I pray that he can trust me more and drop more of his guards. I think if he can re-arrange his schedule to allow more time for his own prayer and reflection, he will be more prepared to have deeper sharing with me.

What have you learned about yourself so far through this group experience?

Because of my low self esteem, I used to wait for other group members to lead the group, but this time I have learned that my partner usually expects me to lead the discussions and decide when to do what. I am gradually changing my self image in order to take up more of a leadership role. I have also learned that I speak too slowly sometimes to engage my partner. I need to go faster to release energy into the conversation.
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