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Meditation on 1 Corinthians 12: 1-31

Obviously this chapter teaches us how to make sure that the spiritual gifts exercised by church members are from the Holy Spirit. 
I thought a lot about the latter part of verse three many times before because I was not quite convinced of the accuracy of the literal meaning of the statement: “If someone is not moved by the Holy Spirit, he/she cannot say “Jesus is lord”.” 

The reasons why I think we should not apply this scripture literally are: (1) the literal meaning contradicts what Lord Jesus said. Jesus clearly said, “Not all those who call me ‘Lord’ will enter the Kingdom of God; (2) the literal meaning seems to contradict what I believe to be the reality. Some preachers claim that they are exercising spiritual gifts and they call Jesus ‘Lord’, but they are not moved by the Holy Spirit.

We know that when the scripture mentions somebody’s name, it tries to reveal the “substance”, the “content”, “the essence” of that person. Similarly, when the scripture teaches us to say this or say that, it means we should actually pick up such an attitude. (James 4:15) Therefore, I believe this scripture tells us that if somebody is not moved by the Holy Spirit, he/she cannot really honor the savior as his/her lord.

Since the remaining part of the chapter tells us that the whole church is actually the body of Christ. We can feel the effort of Paul to try to get across to us a message that members of the church are in a sense the physical body parts of Christ, meaning Jesus Christ is in some way tangible. How is this possible? This is possible because real Christians are dipped (baptized) into the Holy Spirit and are given different spiritual gifts so that they can work together to perform different functions in unity according to the will of Lord Jesus. 

Therefore, only those who are moved by the Holy Spirit are able to really see and honor the whole church as the body of Jesus Christ, a very important living part of Jesus Christ. For the same reason, only those who are moved by the Holy Spirit are able to really see how blessed he/she is to be one member of Christ’s body. 

My conclusion is: Those who are moved by the Holy Spirit will demonstrate respect and love for all the church members because the Holy Spirit enables him/her to see the lordship of Jesus Christ over the members of the whole church.               

