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Meditation Paper on 2 Cor 3:1-4:6

I wish I could say like Paul did - “You are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men.” (2 Cor 3:2). I know I am guilty of seeking “letters of commendation” from other sources more eagerly than true strength in my heart through the Spirit of the living God (3:3). Oftentimes I caught myself thinking that if I could earn a more impressive degree and secure commendation from spiritual giants, I would be able to make a greater difference to the Kingdom of God. I paid so much attention to packaging myself that I missed many golden opportunities to truly enrich my heart by working with the Spirit of God to make a difference to those people God has already brought right before me, i.e. my family, my neighbors, my fellow church members, my co-workers and my clients. Lately God has spoken to me many times, “If you cannot even make a big difference to your family where you have been made the head, why do you think you can make a difference to the multitudes for the Kingdom of God?” 


The phrase “adulterating the word of God” in 4:2 has caught my attention. I personally experienced situations in which I was tempted to compromise on the interpretations of scripture. The reason was: I didn’t want to experience the embarrassment of being “too different”. Such situations happened in my church and also in seminary classes. The ways the church leaders or the seminary teachers and classmates talked and laughed about certain religious views and scriptural interpretations did sometimes discourage me from presenting what I truly believe.  I need to caution myself against the tendency to “adulterate the word of God” to avoid rejection. I need to keep the purity of heart in seeking the truth, the whole truth, nothing but the truth. Though my current views are not all correct and are not all final, the tendency to give up the practice of thoroughly examining scriptural interpretations is not right. Let me encourage myself with a word from Mother Teresa, “God has not called us to be successful, but faithful.”             
The word “veil” also spoke to me. When I meditated on the fact that the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, I realized that many believers including myself are still unable to see some truths because of the presence of veils. I believe many of us are still keeping some idols though we have already made Jesus our Lord. I believe one of the idols is called “spiritual success by the numbers”. Every time we worship this idol, the incense will not ascend to the throne of God, but linger around right in front of us and form a thicker and thicker misty veil preventing us from seeing the truth. We may see that we are rich and have need of nothing, but are unable to see through the veil and agree with God that we are poor and blind and naked. (Rev 3:17). I pray that God will continue lifting all my veils so that I can see the truth and the whole truth.             
