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Meditation Journal on Luke 23: 33 – 24:53
Right after he was nailed to the cross by the Roman soldiers, Jesus asked the Father to forgive them because they knew not what they did. I believe his pleading was not only for those who crucified Him at that time, but also for all of us who denied the lordship of the creator. I know we are responsible for the sin of denying the lordship of God, but Jesus’ giving a reason to ask God for pardoning us does give me a reason to forgive others and a warning to stop sinning against God. No matter how others offend us, there are always chances that they are being deceived by the devil and they know not what they do. On the other hand, now that the Son of God has set us free from the devil’s deception, we should not continue denying God’s lordship.

When one of the crucified criminals mocked him, Jesus didn’t respond at all. When another criminal expressed faith in Him, He immediately offered him promise of paradise. It reminds me that his mission is here to save, not to condemn. We preachers should not focus on those who “tease” or criticize us, but those who is thirsty and hungry for the word of God. 
After Jesus was resurrected, he demonstrated some patterns of behavior that were new to the disciples. Firstly, he could change His appearance and so the disciples could not recognize Him just by His look. (even more explicit in Mark’s description, v. 16:12) Secondly, He demonstrated the ability to defile physical limitations. Thirdly, He repeatedly did things to affirm the truth that He still had the physical body, meaning He was not just a spirit/ghost. 

As Jesus was seen ascending to Heaven right after the demonstration of these behaviors, I assume that He would like us to think of Him now in Heaven still possessing these attributes. A physical body reminds me that He is still a man with the consciousness of all the historical events He went through. However, He is not just a man because He can defile physical laws. Therefore, we should not focus on knowing him through His earthly image which He can change at His disposal. Jesus would like us to know Him through His Word, His “voice” and the effect of His “voice”. It means to me that when a message of truth from the scripture is being spoken and our hearts were strengthened (burned) and enlightened by the “voice”, we can be sure that Jesus is right there with us.                                  
