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Meditation Journal on John 1: 1-18
I have read this passage many times. This time I ask myself why John focuses so much on the Word. Why is he so different from other N.T. writers? Of course, before long I come to a conclusion: God has brought him to this point. The truth that Jesus is the Word everlasting has been most thoroughly and impressively unpacked by this person John. This tells me that God makes everybody different so that the full range of His glory can be revealed. This is human beings who try to build a standard of perfection and then everybody competes to be the greatest hero as measured by the same standard. 

Well, maybe I have read something “into” the text rather than “out of” the text, but the above reflection does help me. The last verse “No one has ever seen God; the only Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he has made him known.” I am also tempted to say something parallel: “No one has ever sharply highlighted the truth “Jesus is the Word”; the apostle John, who is in the bosom of Jesus, he has made this known.”

John is so much captivated by the Word that he chose to report four chapters of Jesus’ word during the last supper without even mentioning the communion. John is indeed a great gift God has given the church. So are Peter, Paul, James, Jude, Luke, Matthew and Mark. This encourages me to be who God wants me to be and pray that the full range of God’s glory be displayed through all His children, even including me. However, this insight should not be used to delay the changes I need to make as illumined by the Spirit through the scripture and other saints’ teachings.

The text highlights that Jesus is the Word and Jesus is the Light of the world.  This truth tells me that the Word is the Light. That’s why Ephesians 5:11-14 says the “unfruitful works of darkness” should be exposed by the light. When we rebuke a sin by the word of God, we are exposing the darkness by the light. However, John also tells us a sad fact that darkness has got some kind of stubbornness to protect themselves from the light. We do need to pray and study to equip ourselves with the powerful word of God in order to break the thick cloud of darkness.                      
