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Meditation Journal on Gal 3:16-4:6
As I meditated again and again on the above scripture, I had the following thoughts:      

1. Indeed this scriptural text is not easy to understand. I recall the word of 2 Peter 3:16 “…… part of what Paul says is hard to understand. Some ignorant and unsteady people even destroy themselves by twisting what he said.” I remind myself one more time that it is important to let our congregation realize that indeed some scriptural texts are much harder to interpret than others and we have to make efforts to correctly understand them instead of hurriedly arrive at something that agrees with our own “systematic theology”. It is also the great responsibility of us, the preachers, to unpack these texts in a way to reveal the truths that speak correctly to our own audiences.    
2. I think that this scriptural text speaks very relevantly to those Jews who are struggling to accept or reject Jesus as the Messiah and wrestling with the traditional mentality of righteousness through the law and the new teaching of righteousness through faith in Jesus. I am indeed having a hard time preaching this text to my congregation, most of whom are Chinese older folks knowing little about the Old Testament. Besides, most of them don’t bother much thinking about attaining righteousness before God. They are interested, though, in knowing how to live a life free from destructive emotions which the bible calls sins (hatred, jealousy, greediness, selfishness, etc.)   
3. The text mentions that the law was just the temporary guardian, instructor, or mentor who was supposed to lead the Jews to Christ. Many Jews elevated the law to such a position that they failed to recognize Jesus was Christ. I am thinking whether or not some bible believing Christians today might make the same mistake, i.e. embracing their interpretations of the scriptures to such an extent that the voice of the living God cannot speak to them. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 13:9-10 “We don’t know everything and our prophecies are not complete. But what is perfect will someday appear, and what isn’t perfect will then disappear.”

4. This text describes the law as “not a life giving law”. However, in the Old Testament, especially in Psalms, oftentimes the law is loved for its life giving potential. For example Psalm 1 speaks of those who love and meditate on the law are like trees growing beside a stream producing fruit in season. I believe Paul tries to focus on a certain dimension of the law and he has no intention to trash the whole Mosaic Law all together. 
5. The text gives a functional meaning to the O.T., i.e. consigning all things to sin. That Therefore, those who have been under this custodian are blessed because this custodian prepares them to appreciate the preciousness of Jesus Christ as our redeemer. Oftentimes I was wondering why people around us cannot see the value of the gospel. This scripture helps me see that we all need the instruction of this custodian in order that we can better realize how much we have offended God and what great thing Christ has done for us.  
6. This text also helps to humble us, Chinese Christian. We often think very highly of our own culture and history, calling ourselves the descendants of the Dragon. However, this text clearly points to us that human beings are given a way out of condemnation because of God unilateral promise to a Middle East man called Abraham. 

