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Meditation Journal on Exodus 34:
As I meditated on the above scripture, I had the following thoughts:      

1. Studying the content of God’s own proclamation of His name (His essence), we will come to a clear understanding that He is both merciful and righteous. He is so merciful that He will give a second chance, a third chance and a fourth chance to sinners; while at the same time, He hates sins so much that He will keep track of every sin and make sure every sinful act is confronted. 

2. The essence of God He personally proclaimed was actually manifested in the whole episode narrated in this chapter. God is Holy and will not tolerate anything sinful. He knew any people or animals that came near the mountain would die; however, He had loved them and therefore warned them against coming near. 

3. Everything God said here in this text was a command. The wording and the tone were authoritative, serious and stern. However, we now know that God is also merciful and gracious, abounding in steadfast love. Therefore we “should” try our best to meditate on the fact that when Moses was interacting with the Lord, he was able to feel the LOVE from this “SOVEREIGN GOD WHO HATES SIN”. I believe that is the reason why Moses “made haste to bow his head toward the earth, and worshipped”, and asked God to pardon their sins and continue to go with them. 

4. I believe it is utmost  important for preachers or pastor to deliver the messages of God either in sermons or by their interaction with the congregation, in a way that the brothers and sisters can clearly know or feel the SOLEMNITY of God in hating sins and punishing evil acts, and at the same time appreciate the LOVE of God in having His own Son suffer for us so that we can draw near to Him and be born again.                    

