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Theology 502
       Name: Dennis Yeung


Exam #3: Work of Christ / Soteriology
Box: 198
True/False
___T____1.
Christ’s role as prophet is significant, because he is the prophet like Moses predicted by Moses himself.

___T____2.
A prominent feature of Christ’s earthly and heavenly ministry is that of interceding for his disciples.

___F____3.
Expiation means to “turn aside wrath.”

___T____4.
The word translated “redemption” in the Bible has strong slave market connotations.
___F____5.
Average Christians not leading the New Testament “Normal Christian” life is the problem that the Wesleyan model of sanctification seeks to overcome.
___T____6.
Unlike sanctification, there is no process to biblical glorification.
___T____7.
Unlike justification, biblical sanctification (aside from Wesleyan and some holiness models) is always a process.

___T____ 8.
Justification highlights our objective guilt before God.

___T____ 9.
The satisfaction theory of the atonement redefines sin as robbing God of honor.

___T____10.
The moral influence theory of the atonement suggests that the cross awakens a love in us for God and others.

Multiple Choice
_F__1.
Which of the following is not a New Testament word that describe the work of Christ on the cross:


A.
Obedience

B.
Propitiation

C.
Ransom

D.
Sacrifice

E.
Redemption

F.
None of the above
_C__2.
The conquest theme of the atonement emphasizes


A.
The ransom price paid for redemption

B.
Jesus’ victory over satanic temptation

C.
Christ’s victory over evil powers

D.
Jesus’ proclamation of triumph during his visit to Hades between his death and resurrection

E.
Both C and D

_D__3.
Biblical repentance involves


A.
An intellectual aspect: Recognition that your previous actions, thoughts, or way of life are rebellious

B.
A volitional aspect: A promise not to sin.

C.
An emotional aspect: Sorrow and regret for sin

D.
All of the above

E.
Both A and C

F.
Both A and B

Fill In - For fun and extra credit.

1.
A Gospel is __a book___________. 


Theology 502
        Name:Dennis Yeung

Exam #3: Work of Christ / Soteriology
Box:198
1.
A young Christian friend of yours is struggling with the importance of the cross in the Christian faith.  A) How do you defend the centrality of the cross from Scripture and B) why is the cross necessary to achieve salvation?

A.  In John 12: 27 Jesus asked God to save Him from this “hour”, i.e. going to the cross but he concluded saying, “… for this purpose I came to this hour”. From this we can see that going to the cross is the central purpose of His coming to this earth. In Mark 14:36, Jesus said all things were possible for God and he asked the Father to remove the cup, i.e. the cross experience if it was the Father’s will. However, Jesus did go to the cross which showed that it was essential for Jesus to go to the cross. Paul who wrote the most New Testament epistles also showed the centrality of the cross by saying to the Corinthians that he determined to focus only on the work of the cross and nothing else when preaching to them. (1 Cor 2:2)
B. First of all I would point out to my friend that all have sinned (Romans 3:23) and all have been stung by death. (1 Cor 15:55) In order to show us the only way to obtain salvation God revealed to the chosen nation Israel the Law of making atonement (Lev 16). However, the O.T. Law was only the shadow of the real universal Law (Heb 8:5). Therefore Christ came and died on the cross to fulfill the requirements according to the universal Law of righteousness. Jesus suffered the penalty for sins (Rom. 3:25) and all who are united with Him through faith will be justified (Rom. 3:24) and saved.     
2.
What is the difference between the effectual call and the gospel call?

The gospel call refers to the calling going out to all people in the world through different kinds of presentation of the gospel inviting all people to repent and believe in Christ as their Lord and Savior in order to get saved. However, due to the total depravity of human beings as a result of the fall, no one is able to respond to the gospel call in repentance and faith without special grace from God in this regard.

The effectual call refers to the ultimately persuasive (irresistible) calling to repent and believe in the work of Christ which only the elect of God experience. Without such effectual call, even the elect is not able to respond to the gospel in repentance and faith. This effectual call is the work of the Holy Spirit who convicts the elect of their sins (John 16:7-8) and grants them the faith to trust in the work of Christ (Eph 2:8). Such effectual call makes sure that the elect of God will be saved (Acts 13:48)     

3.
Scripture uses a number of terms to describe the atonement.  Pick four of these terms and explain, with biblical support, what happened at the cross.

Sacrifice:  From the very beginning (Gen 4:4) God has made it clear that sacrifice is needed to please God. Therefore Abel offered the first born of his sheep and God was pleased. Gen 22 also narrated the story of God’s calling Abraham to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice. God was pleased with Abraham’s absolute love and respect for God through his willingness to sacrifice his best. What happened at the cross was that Christ represented the whole humanity and became the sacrifice to offer to God. John directly addressed Jesus as the “Lamb of God” (John 1:29, Rev 5:8-9) and Paul even vividly described the sacrifice made on the cross as “a fragrant aroma to God” (Eph 5:3) which reminds us of the fact that Noah offered sacrifices on the altar and God smelled the fragrance and was satisfied. (Gen 8:20-22)    
Expiation:  Lev 17:11 said the blood represented the life of the flesh and it was given to human beings to make atonement for our souls. The word “atonement” in the verse carries the meanings of “cover”, “hide”, “blot out”, or “expiate”. It is very clear in the scripture that Jesus died on the cross for the cancellation of our sins, removing human beings’ liability to suffer sins’ penalty. It is supported by the fact that Paul used the imagery of “nailing to the cross the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to us” (Col 2:13-14) to describe what happened at the cross.

Propitiation: Everybody who reads Rev 15-16 would agree that the wrath of God is a serious thing which is not in any way a myth. Paul especially cautioned us to watch out for the lie that immorality would not bring the wrath of God upon us (Eph 5:6). Heb 2:17 said Jesus died on the cross to make propitiation for the sins of human beings. This message was echoed by the messages expressed in 1 John 2:2 and 1 John 4:10. As all has sinned and become the children of wrath (Eph 2:3), it is indeed good news that Jesus has died on the cross and turned aside the wrath of God heading our way. Numbers 16:45-46 recorded a crisis in which the Israelites offended God and God’s wrath was beginning to send plague around the camp killing the people. Moses had to immediately make atonement for them to turn aside the wrath of God. Propitiation in such a sense was what happened at the cross.

Redemption: All has sinned and become slaves of sin. (John 31-36) What happened at the cross was that Jesus redeemed us from slavery and set us free. Jesus bought us back with a price (1 Cor 6:19-20) which was His own blood (He gave His life) (1 Peter 1:18-19) The price was mentioned in the Bible as the “ransom” for many (Mark 10:45 and the achievement for paying the ransom was “eternal redemption” (Heb 9:12). However, the Bible did not clearly tell who would receive the ransom, which would lead us to think that this analogy mainly serves to draw our attention to the truth that it cost Jesus’ life to set us free from our slavery to sin and that our lives belong to God because He purchased us (Rev 5:9).                      

4.
Briefly explain with regard to salvation:


Pluralism: All ethical/positive religions lead to God as long as they help transform people from self-centeredness to reality-centeredness and have the goal of encouraging members to value others as we value ourselves. They believe all ethical religions have been established by God through His revelations and they provide different pathways for different peoples to obtain salvation.

Inclusivism: This theory of salvation asserts that salvation is universally available everywhere in the world because through “faith response” to general revelation which is available in all religions established by Christ. Though the general revelation in a certain religion may not include the work of Christ on the cross, through the “faith response” to the light they receive, Christ will ultimately lead them to salvation which is based on the work of Christ on the cross.

Exclusivism (or particularism): Salvation is only available in Christ alone. For one to be saved, one has to listen to the presentation of the gospel and respond to it in faith and repentance. This salvation experience can only happen in our life time. Those who do not have a chance to hear the gospel and repent and place their trust in Christ will not be saved.
5.
What is the nature of justification?
Justification is an instantaneous happening and it happens only once in a believer’s life time. It is not about removing all the records of sins. It is the legal declaration God makes that the entire penalty for a person’s sins has been paid by Christ and that individual is not and will not be considered guilty any more. It does not mean the individual won’t sin any more but it does mean that he/she does not need to bear the legal responsibility for any sins committed in the past and sins that may happen in the future.

6.
What is glorification?

Glorification is a one-time happening (not a process of gradual change) where a Christian’s soul is given a resurrection body which will not deteriorate, will not get old and will not be weak and get sick. Such a glorious union of body and soul will enable the individual to live like Christ in many ways. This is the final stage for sanctification, redemption and adoption.
7.
The following are biblical concepts of sanctification.  Please explain the major aspects of each briefly.


A.
Keswick: Most Christians are not living a normal Christian life until they surrender their lordship to the Holy Spirit and daily bear the cross, i.e. denying their self-life. They let go and let God, obeying God’s will by the strength given by the Holy Spirit. They view their own lives as dead or daily being put to death. They live because Christ lives in them and enables them to do anything according to His will. 

B
Wesleyan: In addition to imputed righteousness, righteousness is also imparted to a Christian through a second work of grace at a crisis. The Christian can then arrive at a state of sinlessness and can live a perfect life without willful sin.

C.
Reformed: Believers are new persons but not completely new because old thoughts and habits are still present. However, they are no longer controlled by the old self. They can gradually renew themselves by resisting the temptations to sin. They will be more and more conformed to the image of Christ.

D.
New Covenant: Believers receive a new heart with new desires at conversion. The true self at the deepest part is the new heart. They will be most happy when they simply follow their new desires though the old desires still tempt them to do otherwise. They should continuously live out their new natural desires (reading the Bible, praying to God, fellowshipping with other Christians, witnessing etc.) in order to lead a happy life.
8.
With regard to the extent of the atonement (the instructor’s model), list and explain four different things accomplished at the cross.

A. providing full atonement for the elect so that the elect can be efficaciously called to be saved.
B. paying the penalty for the sin of all people so that the bone fide offer of salvation can be extended to all people.

C. providing a basis to condemn those who reject the bone fide offer for salvation.

D. gaining complete victory over sin and the devil in all parts of the universe.
