Name: Dennis Yeung
Course Number: THS 502  Theology II

Date: May 18th 2009
Course Instructor: Todd Miles

Mail Box: 198 

The Doctrine of Humanity

I believe all human beings are the descendants from Adam (Gen 5:1). God created the material part of Adam directly from elements found in the dust (Gen 2:7). The non-material part (named mind or soul or spirit) of Adam came directly from God (Gen 2:7). I believe God created the first female Eve from a rib of Adam (Gen 2:22) and both Adam and Eve bore the likeness of God (Gen 1:27).  


I believe only Adam and Eve and their descendants resemble God (Gen 5:1-3) and have been given the abilities and responsibilities to multiply and represent God in exercising dominion over all the creatures and the earth (Gen 1:27-28). 


I believe it is the will of God that the basic unit of a family is made up of a male (husband) and a female (wife) living in harmony (Gen 2:24). God’s will is for the husband to be the family head while the wife the helper (Gen 1:15, Gen 2:18, Gen 3:9) Husband should love his wife and wife should respect her husband (Eph 5:21-33 and 1 Peter 3:7).


I believe it is the will of God for us to exercise our freedom to make decisions as long as we do not cross the boundaries God has set (Gen 2:16-20). I believe Adam and Eve did disobey God’s word and thereafter the harmonious relationships between man and God; husband and wife; and between man and the rest of the creation were adversely affected (Gen 3:8, Gen 3:16-19). After the fall human beings still resemble God (James 3:9) but are not as glorious as they were before the fall (Romans 3:23). 


I believe if Adam and Eve had not disobeyed God, human beings would have been able to live forever in harmony with God, with each other and with the whole creation (Gen 2:17). After the fall, it was the will of God that no man could live forever (Gen 3:22). This situation of humanity changed when Christ became a member of humanity (John 1:14) to restore the relationship between God and part of humanity (John 17:20-26). For those who have restored their relationship with God, they still have to go through physical deaths where their souls will temporarily leave their bodies (Rev 6:10) and wait for reunification with their resurrected glorious bodies in which they will live forever and ever (1 Cor 15:20-54).                  
