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Meditation Journal on Deut. 7﹕6-11
As I meditated again and again on the above scripture, I had the following thoughts:      

1. The God revealed in this text looks more “human” to me. He didn’t say I just chose you. No reason! Don’t ask! I did it out of my own choice, my sovereignty. The scripture says God chose them because God loved them and because God kept His promises to their ancestors. We all know that God is sovereign and does things according to His own will. However, whenever there is a chance to let our congregations know about the character of God, we should not miss out on that.  
2. It also makes more sense why God was so angry when Israelites turned away from Him and didn’t keep His Way, doing things that He couldn’t tolerate. The text gives a strong sense Israel is a covenant nation, i.e. a nation that God has promised Himself that He would bless (and He did mightily deliver them)and also a nation that has swore allegiance to Him and absolute compliance with His Way. I believe it is important to teach our congregations the historical backgrounds regarding God’s strict disciplining with the Israelites. It would prevent the evils from “blackening the character of God”. 

3. As the scripture uses the words “requites” and “not be slack with” to describe God’s reactions to those who hate Him, it is a good text to demonstrate  the importance of interpreting scripture with reference to the context. Otherwise, the notion conveyed in verse 10 would contradict the character of God as revealed in many other texts, i.e. God is slow to anger and merciful.                  
