PAGE  
1

Name: Dennis Yeung
Course Number: DBS 506B  Learning to Interpret Scripture
Due Date: October 14th 2008
“Word Study: SINS in Colossians 2:13” 
Course Instructor: Jan Verbruggen
Mail Box: 198 

Based on Holy Bible NIV 1978 

Step One:
The word I studied is “sins” in Col 2:13. 
I looked it up in the NIV Exhaustive Concordance written by Edward W. Good Rick & John R. Kohlenberger  III. I found the Goodrick/Kohlenberger Number for the word “sins” in Col 2:13 is 4183 which corresponds to 3900 in Strong’s Number.

Step two:

I looked up and down the column and found the following references that have the same number:

	Col 2:13
	When you are dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, …

	Eph 1:7
	In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, … 

	2 Co 5:19
	… God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them.

	Ro 4:25
	He was delivered over to death for our sins, …

	Mk 11:25
	… if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.

	Mk 11:26 (some manuscripts)
	But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in heaven forgive your sins.

	Mt 6:15 
	But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.


Step three:

I turned to the back of the Concordance and looked up the number. I found the Greek script and the English transliteration. I didn’t see a reference to the root and a basic definition. Yet I found the following alternate translations for the original Greek word 3900 and the number of times that translation of the term occurs:

	Alternate translation
	Number of times

	sins
	8

	Trespass
	5

	transgression
	2

	transgressions
	2

	sin
	1

	Sin against
	1

	trespasses
	1


Step Four:
I looked up the alternate translations and then looked for the same number and found the following references:

	trespasses
	Ro 5:16
	The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. 

	sin
	Gal 6:1
	Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently.

	Sin against
	Mt 6:14
	For if you forgive men when they sin against you, …

	transgressions
	Eph 2:1
	As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world ….

	
	Eph 2:5
	God … made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions - …. 

	transgression
	Ro 11:11
	Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of their transgression, salvation has come to the gentiles to make Israel envious. 

	
	Ro 11:12   
	But if their transgression means riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the gentiles, …

	trespass
	Ro 5:15  x2
	But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, …. 

	
	Ro 5:17
	… by the trespass of that one man, death reigned through that one man, …

	
	Ro 5:18
	… the result for one trespass was condemnation for all men, …

	
	Ro 5:20
	The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, … 


Trying to find out why NIV translated 3900 into different English words in different Bible verses, I looked up several English dictionaries to pinpoint the differences of the words “sin”, “trespass” and “transgression”:
According to www.answers.com, a “transgression” means “a violation of a law, command or duty” while from www.dictionary.com the word “sin” refers to “transgression of divine law”. From www.dictionary.cmabridge.org, a “trespass” is “going on someone’s land or property without permission” or “an offence in which one breaks a moral or religious law”.  A review of the contemporary usages of the three words based on the Collins Cobuild English Dictionary (Colins Cobuild 1995), I found that all the three words are associated with “violations”, but “sin” is mostly used to refer to “violation against God’s Law”; “transgression” is “violation against moral a rule” while “trespass” is mostly used to refer to “entering someone’s property without permission”. From the above findings, I have an impression that the degree of evil nature as perceived by an average English speaking person is highest with the word “sin”; medium with “transgression” and lowest with “trespass”.        
Step Five

After reviewing all the N.T. verses containing the Greek word 3900, I have the following observations and questions:

1. The Greek word 3900 is mostly used by the N.T. writers as a countable noun which probably means something like “a deviation from a moral rule or divine law”. Twelve out of twenty times listed above the word is used as a countable noun.

2.  Only in Gal 6:1, “if someone is caught in a 3900, …”, the word 3900 is used in a some what different way which focuses more on the power or nature or influence of the “deviation”.

3. There are verses in which word 3900 and another Greek word of similar meaning are used in the same verse. My impression is that in most cases the writer just tried to avoid using the same word twice in a sentence to make it sound better. For example, Ro 5:16 “The judgment followed one 264 and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many 3900 and brought justification.” And also Ro 5:20 “The law was added so that the 3900 might increase. But where 266 increased, grace increased all the more, …”.

4. Furthermore I really don’t know why the NIV uses different alternate translations in different verses where the meaning of the word 3900 used in those verses should be the same (though I realize that 3900 may have a range of meanings). For example, in Ro 5:15 “… died by the 3900 (translated “trespass”)”; Eph 2:5 “… dead in 3900 (translated “transgressions”)”; and Col 2:13 “… dead in your 3900 (translated “sins”)”. 

5. In Eph 2:1 “As for you, you were dead in your 3900 and 266, …”, I believe the writer does intend to use the two different words to bring out two different meanings; otherwise, he would not have used them back to back. It is interesting to note that the NIV chose to translate 3900 in this verse as “transgressions” and 266 “sins” while in Col 2:13, they translated 3900 “sins”. I believe that 266 has more to do with the evil nature of a wrong doing.

6. The word 3900 is used 19 times as a noun. Only in Matthew 6:14 “For if you forgive men when they 3900 against you, …”, the NIV uses it as a verb. I am not sure if 3900 can both function as a verb and a noun or the NIV writer for some reason ignores the original part of speech of the word.

Step Six

To find more references I looked up some more tools and found the followings:

1. From The Analytical Lexicon to the Greek New Testament by William D. Mounce, I learn that the word 3900 is a noun, not a verb. It means a stumbling aside or a false step. In the N.T. it is mostly used to mean “trespass”, “fault”, “offense”, etc. and it is also used one time in Romans 11: 11-12 to refer to a “fall in faith”. (Mounce 1993, p.355)
2. Information from www.studylight.org shows that the word 3900 (a noun) carries two different meanings: 1. to fall beside or near something; 2. a lapse or deviation from truth or up-righteousness. The root word is 3895 which is a verb that carries similar meanings.

3. According to www.greekbiblestudy.org, the word 266 carries a meaning which is obviously absent in the range of meanings of 3900, which is “aberration from prescribed law or duty; considered not as a notion, but as the quality of action, the evil principle that is sin generically, all forms, phases and movements of sin, whether entertained in thought or consummated in act. In the singular (only once in the first three gospels but frequently in Epistles), it denotes generic idea of sin or a single sinful action. Sin is not merely the quality of an action but a principle manifesting itself in the action of the subject. The man of sin (2 Th 2:3) being the personal embodiment of sin. 
4. From The Expanded Vine’s Expository Dictionary of N.T. Words, I got three interesting references: (a) the word 3900 does serve to highlight quantity, as in Ro 5:16 “of many 3900”; (b) the word 3900 tends to focus on the legal effects of the deviation, as in Ro 5:17 “by the 3900 of that one man, death reigned through that one man” and also in 4 other N.T. verses where 3900 is used in connection with “death” or “dead”; (c) Paul probably uses 3900 in Ro 11:11-12 because besides “deviation” it can also mean a “fall” which can be distinguished from the verb “fall” (4417)used which indicates the impossibility of recovery.                

Step Seven:

Concluding Paragraph:

In Colossians 2:13 “When you are dead in your 3900, …”, the Greek word 3900 is used as a noun which means a false step (Mounce 1993, p.355)or a deviation from up-righteousness (www.studylight.org 10/10/2008). This is a countable noun and can serve to highlight the quantity of deviations. (Vine 1984, p.1166)Together with the function of implying the legal effects of a deviation (Vine 1984, p.1166), this word 3900 can accentuate the message that “every single deviation from up-righteousness” is a serious matter and it will lead to “death” as the punishment and we all have innumerable records of such deviations. And the use of this word 3900 instead of 266 can avoid shifting the focus to the quality of the deviation (www.greekbiblestudy.org 10/10/2008). It strengthens the message that death is the result of any violation regardless of the level of evil intention. It is a matter of the divine law. We cannot escape the punishment of death by arguing that our deviation is not that serious. We can only take care of the issue through a legal process – redemption through Jesus Christ.        
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