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Developing a Teaching/Preaching Outline
1. Colossians 2:8

2. Mechanical Outline

            See to it that no one takes you captive

                                             through philosophy and empty deception,

                                                                according to the tradition of men,

                                                                according to the elementary principles of the world,

                                                                rather than according to Christ.

3. Structure

a. The command for guarding ourselves against heretical trap

b. 2 kinds of heretical elements

c. first possible basis of heretical elements

d. second possible basis of heretical elements

e. the commonality of heretical elements

4. Main Points

a. do not let anybody (whoever; whatever credentials; whichever positions) control us with heretical elements;

b. the heretical elements may take the form of organized thoughts (philosophy) or groundless lies (empty deception);

c. the heretical elements may be based on human traditions;

d. the heretical elements may be based on certain universal laws discovered (elementary principles); 

e. the commonality of heretical elements is that they are not directly from Christ and are not focused on Christ; and hence they tend to divert our focus from Christ and undermine our dependence on Christ;
5. Title: “Stay On Guard”

