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Making Applications on Colossians 2:8
1. Principle Identified from Colossians 2:8
a. See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.

b. This principle is a command.

2. As Colossians 2:8 is already timeless in character, I take it as a principle for making applications. I am now going to test it for any qualification or limitation within the analogy of faith:

a.  Examining the immediate and the larger context of the book, I realize the command in verse 8 is aimed at specific heretical tendencies affecting the Church at Colossian at that time, like “something more than Jesus Christ was needed to defeat the power of the demons” (1:16, 2:10, 2:15) or “it was necessary to limit Christian freedom by insistence on different kinds of legalistic ordinances (2:16, 2:21). So when the author wrote the words “philosophy”, “empty deception”, “tradition” and “elementary principles”, he had specific heretical thoughts or practices in mind that he wanted to refer to and he believed the readers would understand. It was clear that the heretical tendencies were directing the focus of Colossians away from Christ. Therefore right before this verse the author encouraged the readers to continue walking in Christ (2: 6-7) and right after this verse the author gave a reason for the command saying “in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form” (2:9).    

b. This principle is also confirmed in many other places in Scripture. In the book of Ephesians believers were cautioned against different “winds of doctrine” – “we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming, …” (Ephesians 4:14).  In the book of I Timothy, Timothy was told to avoid those heretical stuff – “O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called “knowledge” which some have professed and thus gone astray from the faith.” (I Timothy 6:20-21) Also in the book of II Timothy Paul alerted Timothy to the fact that some believers would deliberately look for teachers who could satisfy their desires to listen to myths – “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths.” (II Timothy 4:3-4)  
c. I have found no subsequent revelation in any way delimit the principle.
d. I have found this principle is not in apparent conflict with other biblical teaching.

e. The historical and cultural particularities do not indicate that the truth is limited in its applicability. The church of Jesus Christ has never been free from the issues of heretical thoughts over all these ages, though the heretical content changed from time to time. From this particular principle we can actually identify 8 smaller features regarding the author’s command for Colossians to guard themselves against those heretical influences and we also find those features applicable to Christians at all times: (1) some people brought in those heretical elements; (2) those elements try to control our minds; (3) these elements may take the form of organized thoughts (philosophy); (4) they may take the form of groundless lies (empty deception); (5) they may have originated from human tradition; (6) they may have originated from basic laws or patterns of the world; (7) their focuses are not on Christ; (8) Christians have to guard themselves against those elements.

3. Personal Application:


 This principle can help me see more of the reality of our day regarding the presence of certain philosophical or deceptive thoughts in some Christian churches across different denominations. It encourages me to discern the accuracy of a certain “wind of doctrine” by examining the basis of the doctrine to see if the doctrine is built on certain traditional elements, or elementary principles or Christ’s teachings; and to see if the doctrine is directing my focus to Christ or to the philosophical or deceptive thoughts; and to see if doctrine is helping me to trust Christ or act in a certain way out of fear (kind of controlling my mind). 


In our day, many philosophical and deceptive thoughts exist across different denominations. From a certain perspective, the emergence of numerous denominations is basically the result of different Christian bodies emphasizing different doctrines. Therefore, this principle is especially important for churches of our day to check the doctrines we embrace to see if they demonstrate the above mentioned issues. 


I have found that the following thoughts and practices are “candidates” in my church for closer examination against this very principle: (1) tithing is a primary command for Christians and obeying this will bring a lot of physical blessings; (2) Christians need to seek inner healing through revisiting past traumas with the help of professional counselors in order to attain wholesome lives; (3) A healthy Christian is one who thinks positively, acts positively, aims high, travels towards excellence and success and is headed for prosperity; (4) A person of faith will make very specific requests in their prayers; (5) sticking written prayer requests into the cracks on the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem will certainly be answered by God; (6) Singing louder, saying “amen” and “hallelujah” more and louder and clapping and dancing will please God and invite God’s presence; (7) attending more conferences with “powerful” speakers will bring us spiritual breakthroughs and revivals.                          


This principle will help me stay on guard to avoid being obsessed with or controlled by thoughts or practices which are simply built on traditions or elementary principles instead of biblical truths like “mercy”, “repentance”, “forgiveness”, “thanksgiving heart”, “trust in Christ” etc. which can stand the test of time. This principle also helps me examine if a certain doctrine is helping me build up loving and trusting relationship with Christ or making me act in a certain way for fear of violating the doctrine and being criticized.   

I will share the findings above with two of my prayer partners in my church within the next four weeks. If they agree with my findings, we will watch each other and stop being perpetrators of the above problem doctrines which will take our brothers and sisters captive and direct their attention from following Christ directly.  

I probably will still tithe and think positive and seek inner healing but I will seek the guidance of Jesus in every unique situation for proper actions and I will take those related thoughts as perspectives instead of doctrines. As for making specific prayer requests, sticking written requests into Wailing Wall, singing aloud, or attending conferences with “powerful” speakers, I will very cautiously seek biblical based discernment from the Holy Spirit for direction in each and every situation. I will encourage others to do the same.         

