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Full Gospel Presentation
I met with a non-believer who had never heard a careful presentation of the gospel. He was the husband of a sister of our church who asked me to help him quit smoking and gambling. In the beginning of the conversation I asked him how he was doing and he started talking about his hardships at his work place focusing on how mean his boss was. I listened patiently and after about ten to fifteen minutes I started drawing something on a piece of paper (attached) while he was still talking. When I sensed that he was just repeating information about his boss’ money-mindedness, I interrupted him saying, “Mr. Lei, if you don’t mind, I want to share with you how I see your situation from a biblical perspective.” He was interested and then I talked to him with the help of a picture illustration.

As he talked a lot about his boss, I started talking about his boss as a person worshipping money, having given up doing good work for a good after life, and moving closer and closer to a big pit for dirty sins like hatred, greediness, mercilessness, etc. He quickly agreed. Then I pointed out actually other people were also chasing after different things to satisfy themselves even though we knew what we did hurt our friends or family. He agreed because he was a heavy gambler and smoker. I added the word “indulgence” to the dirty sins of the big pit and he understood the pit symbolized “hell”. I explained that people wanted to do good work to build a “bridge of righteousness” so that they could reach the sinless place after death but we all knew no one was perfect. Then I talked about the biblical way of moving away from dirty sins and reaching the sinless place after death. I also highlighted the fact that many Christians including his wife and me and other Christians he liked had already chosen that path. I encouraged him to come and learn more about that path and then get baptized so that he and his wife could lead their whole family to a blessed life.

He understood my presentation and was very happy that for the first time he could clearly understood the gospel. He asked me to give him the piece of paper. He neatly folded the sheet and put it into his pocket and said, “I thank God for helping me understand the gospel with this little piece of paper!” He promised to continue coming to church for learning the gospel from me and he is keeping his promise now.      
From this experience I have learned a few things. Firstly, it is important to listen to the seeker patiently in order to get “something” that is existentially true for him/her and is also an essential part in presenting the gospel. Secondly, it is immensely helpful to use a diagram in presenting the gospel. Thirdly, it is better to start the presentation with something that the seeker will readily agree on and will less likely to hurt him/her. Fourthly, it is important to identify where he is and where his significant others are in the gospel diagram. Last but not least, it is important to present the good news as a message not only relevant to his after life but also his present situation.     

