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Summary of Simply Christian   by  N.T. Wright
	chapter
	title
	summary

	1
	Putting the world to rights
	People want justice and Christians have the mission to put things right here on earth.

	2.
	The hidden spring
	Religions provide controlled spiritual experiences but institutional religions cannot satisfy people thirsting for more.

	3.
	Made for each other
	Human beings are created to demonstrate God’s inter-relatedness but somehow we fail to fulfill this purpose.

	4. 
	For the beauty of the earth
	To capture beauty itself, we should know the truth which is much more than beauty.

	5. 
	God
	Christians’ God is neither present in everything nor nowhere to be found on earth.

	6.
	Israel
	We understand through Israelite stories that the Emmanuel, the anointed King, completes the law and new creation.

	7.
	Jesus and the coming of God’s kingdom
	Jesus has already opened the way to the Kingdom of God in an unexpected way.

	8.
	Jesus: rescue and renewal
	Instead of acting politically, Jesus died and came alive to show He was truly human and divine. 

	9.
	God’s breath of life
	The Spirit dwells in Christians, though divided and imperfect now, to bring God’s promises to pass. 

	10.
	Living by the Spirit
	The Spirit energizes the story of Jesus and enables Christians to live like Jesus did.

	11.
	Worship
	Human beings can resume God’s image through worshipping God especially in Holy communion and scriptural reading. 

	12.
	Prayer
	True prayers, especially the Lord’s prayer, consolidate the work of Heaven in this groaning world.

	13.
	The Book God Breathed
	The scripture written by people is God’s inspiration charged with divine energy to implement God’s will.

	14.
	The Story and the task
	God calls Christians to join in through authoritative Bible stories and be vessels of the Word. 

	15.
	Believing and belonging
	Christians’ mission is to baptize believers into God’s family which has been started by Jesus.

	16.
	New Creation, starting now 
	Salvation includes delivering us from the old world and preparing us for a re-created new world.

	whole book summary
	 The Bible calls us to join in God’s family to complete what Jesus has already started.

	Rating the Book

	dimension
	1-5
	explanation 

	Readability
	4
	Basically easy to read for me but the presentation of the many insights can be better organized to bring out the main idea of a certain chapter. For example, in the of “Living by the Spirit”, he uses the last section to focus on knowing the triune God through Jesus without mentioning the role of the Spirit.    

	Insight
	5
	This book is full of insights the biggest two of which that help me include the listing of four yearnings of human beings and the three options to view religious experiences.

	Practicality
	4
	If only he had provided something at the end of each chapter to refocus readers’ attention on the main theme of the chapter.

	Challenge
	5
	Very challenging because it has pointed out the greatest cravings of human beings and how the Bible has already told us the truth of what has happened and how we can join in to get ready for the new world that we dream of. With this crystal clear message, we either act now or never. 

	Biblical Faithfulness
	4
	Largely based on scripture faithfully; but the inclusion of four human yearnings for beauty, relationship, spirituality and justice are mostly based on his observation and insights rather than the scripture; though individually supported by scripture.


