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#20  My Model of Incarnation
State:

I believe the divine Word of God, the pre-existent second person of the triune God who was, is and will be forever fully equal with God in every way, laid aside the independent use of His divine attributes when coming to the world as the God-man, though He could change His mind at any point of time. I believe this God-man Jesus Christ was 100% God and 100% human, though He took a real human form with real flesh and blood. He voluntarily submitted Himself to the will of the Father, and the leading of the Holy Spirit in order to reveal the Father, redeem the world, and become the messianic king.        
Support:

John 1:14 states that the Word became flesh, pointing to us the origin of Jesus. From John 1:1-3, we know that the Word was in continuing existence at the time when all things were created because the phrase “in the beginning” is the same phrase used in Genesis 1:1 to refer to the period of creation. Moreover, it is said that the Word was with God, meaning back then the Word was already in face to face relationship with God. Furthermore, it is stated that the Word was God which can also be translated as “the Word was a god” which implies the Word was already sharing the characteristics of The God. It is obvious that the scripture affirms the eternal existence and the divine nature of the Word who became flesh, the real person of Jesus. 
Besides, both John 1:14 and 17 state that Jesus was full of “grace and truth”.  Verse 17 even makes a contrast between Moses and Jesus, saying that Moses was only the mediator through whom God gave the law, but Jesus was the one full of “grace and truth”. The Jews would recall Exodus 34: 6-8 where God proclaimed His own essence which was “grace and truth”. That is why John 1:18 states that only Jesus Christ has made God known, meaning He was God revealed to human beings.
From Philippians 2:6-11, it is clear that in order to redeem the world and become the Messianic King, Jesus gave up the form (mode of existence) of God and His status of equality with God and took a form of a bond-servant or a slave, meaning He would submit Himself to the will of the Father God. The process is described as “being made in the likeness of men” and so we know He took the form of a human being. He obeyed the will of God and died on the cross after which he was exalted by God to be the Messianic King.
Question: How could God stop being God to be human? 

Defend:
Actually I don’t think Jesus stopped being God to be human. To say it more accurately, He laid aside some of His divine attributes to be taken up later without losing any part of His divinity and became a God-man in the form of a 100% human being in flesh and blood. This is what I believe. As for how He could do it, I absolutely have no idea.

However, just because I don’t know how it could be does not mean that I have to deny the truth which is clearly and consistently affirmed by different scriptural texts. Heb. 2:10 clearly states that all things exist for Jesus and by Jesus. If He were not God, what possibly would He be? Verse 9 of the same chapter says “Jesus was made lower than the angels”; and verse 11 says “Jesus is not ashamed to call Christians brethren because they are of one origin (Adam)”; and verse 14 even says Jesus partook the same flesh and blood nature of human beings. If Jesus were not a human being, what possibly would He be? Therefore, I believe this God-man Jesus Christ was 100% God and 100% human.
