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#20  My View of Providence
State:

I believe God the Father does everything as He pleases and He is not being held accountable to anyone. God will direct all things to actualize His decree (must-happen master plan). It is part of His decree that “human beings and angels can exercise their free will and they will sin” but He does not “will” (desire) moral agents (human beings and angels) to sin. However, nothing against His will (desire) can happen if He decides to stop them. As it is the moral agents who eventually make the choice with their own free will and therefore they are responsible for their actions. Despite moral agents’ disobedience, God will actualize His decree by means of mobilizing His infinite resources.                         

Support:

It is very clear from scripture that God has had a must-happen master plan before the foundation of the world and everything He has included in His decree as He pleased will certainly come to pass. (Rev. 4:1; Eph. 1:3-11; Is. 4:27) It is obvious that part of His decree was the creation of Adam and Eve with free will who then disobeyed Him. (Gen. 1-2)  However, it is not the will of God for moral agents to sin and God does not like seeing human beings disobey Him and perish. (Ezek. 33:11) Actually God is angry when people sin. (Eph. 5:6) God does not “will” sin and evil. He can decide to stop or not to stop a certain case of sinning. (Gen. 20:1-7; Rom. 1:26). However, allowing freedom of choice is needed for the fulfillment of His whole decree. Moral agents’ disobedience can never frustrate His master plan (Gen. 50:20; Rom. 8:28) because of God’s infinite resources, like appointing agents of government (Rom. 13:1-7; Heb. 13:17), judging both human and spiritual governors and intervening their actions at His own chosen times (Ps. 82; Dan. 2:21), administering His Word (2 Tim. 3:16; Is. 55:10-13), responding to prayers (Luke 18:1), sending His angels, raising up spiritual leaders, sending His own Son and Spirit. (Heb. 1-2:4)  
It is not right to say that God “wills” sin and evil in order to work out His master plan or in order to have the best outcome because it will create more difficulties in understanding scripture.  For example, it is not right to say that God “willed” Joseph’s brothers to cruelly sell Joseph to the strangers. Rather, it is more reasonable to say that God knew they would do so if He arranged those merchants to show up at that moment. God decided to make such an arrangement for higher purposes, like the character development of the brothers and the Exodus’ experience. Therefore, we’d better stick with the common sense understanding of the term “will”, as in 1 Tim. 2:4 and 2 Peter 3:9.  
Defend:

Question: If moral agents can really exercise their free will to make choices, God can never control people’s actions. How then can God make sure that His master plan will come to pass?

In order to actualize His master plan, God can condition options of action for moral agents. I mean God can orchestrate the circumstances to limit the choices that moral agents can make, according to His foreknowledge of moral agents’ responses. In this way, God can bring His decree (master plan) to pass. Let’s take a look at the story of Joseph and his family again. God knows Joseph’s family members. When God gave him the dreams, He knew Joseph would tell the family members those dreams. God knew when the brothers heard the dreams, they would be furious. When the brothers threw Joseph into the pit, the merchants heading Egypt just arrived. Obviously, it was the result of the orchestration of God. God knew they would decide to sell Joseph to the merchants even those Joseph was on his knees. Long story short, God’s master plan of exodus and the reconciliation of brothers were eventually brought to pass. However, the brothers made every decision out of their free will. God just knew them too well to miss a shot. The statement of Gen. 50:20 clearly affirms the elements of “human free will” and “God’s providence” in bring His decree to pass.       

