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Conversation Using My Before-and-After Story
A Chinese lady, Shirley, who speaks little English, came to visit my mother at her apartment when I happened to be there on the afternoon of 21st of 2011. She was not a church-goer and not a Christian. Initially she asked me to help her with the preparation work for citizenship exam. She was kind of very nervous about the exam. I tried to be a good listener and then she went on telling me more of her helplessness as a new immigrant.  
I said to her, “I will try my best to help you with your citizenship exam preparation. But I sense that you are feeling quite helpless and I am concerned. Do you mind if I share with you something I experienced 30 years ago?”

She agreed, calmed down and listened to me while we were walking together along the corridor of the apartment building. When I was finished, she stopped at the entrance of the apartment building and asked me questions, including “Are you serious?” “Were there demonic spirits for real?” and she also made comments, including “You don’t look you are an angry person.” “God really changed you.” She told me her sister had often told her to go to church but she had been too busy to do it.” Her last words were “Your story was so real.” and “If only my husband were willing to talk with you and hear your story.”  
Obviously she showed interest in knowing more about my change. We didn’t have time to carry on with the conversation. I encouraged her to contact me for help with her citizenship exam preparation and promised that I would tell her more about my experience when we met.

I felt my before-and-after story worked pretty well in this conversation. The result was pretty good because the issues of anger, difficult relationship with family members and sensation of the presence of spiritual entities are quite common among Chinese immigrants. 
