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Before-and-After Story

When I was a child, I hated my father. Perhaps because of that I became an angry person. When I was eighteen, I experimented with praying to Jesus. Almost at the same time, strange as it was, I got into something really bad. Over the next 9 months, I was harassed by demonic spirits. I told a church pastor but he was afraid. So I decided to change my life and started praying to God and reading the Bible. I felt the Holy Spirit and people agreed that I obviously looked much healthier and became much easier to get along with. 
Rationale Behind My Before-and-After Story

When I was writing my story of coming to Christ, I wrestled with the thoughts whether or not I should mention the part of my horrible experience of “being harassed by the demonic spirits”. I understood that that kind of story might cause certain negative responses. The listeners would think I was a superstitious person, spiritualizing everything; or they would think those experiences were too far-fetched, too irrelevant for them; or they would be carried away by those mysterious things instead of being drawn to hear messages to change their lives.

 
Despite the risk of causing unfavorable responses, I still decided to go ahead and incorporate the part of “being harassed by the demonic spirits” in my story. The primary reason is that this part of experience is indeed the core element of my conversion. If I did without this part in my shairng, my message would lose significant strength or energy.  I tried that before so I knew.

Besides, I believe a good story should be a genuine story spoken from one’s own heart and genuine experiences. I believe a true listener can tell the difference. If I speak in a way that shows my gratefulness to God who has delivered me, the possibility of causing unnecessary attention to mysterious world will decrease. 

It is true that there will be people who may think that I am unscientific or the story is irrelevant to them. However, I think to myself, “Isn’t it exactly what we need to do to talk people into believing that there is indeed a spiritual world that is relevant to all of us?”       
I agree that my story may not be the most “suitable” story to deliver the gospel to certain people, but after all, I think no single story can claim to be the most “suitable” story for all kinds of people. As a matter of fact, perhaps some people do need to hear stories like my story because they too have been bothered by demonic spirits. Such experiences indeed are pretty common among us Chinese. 

Actually the harassment from the demonic spirits can also help figuratively convey the idea of an “unclean” and “undesirable” life which includes the elements of “anger”, “difficulty getting along with others” and “unwholesome way of living”. My story clearly presents the good news of the possibility of change because I reported “even other people agreed that I had changed”.
My story works pretty well in arousing audience’s interest in knowing more about our belief though it does not outline the work of redemption in details. Firstly, “I decided to change my life” indicates the importance of “wanting to change”. Secondly, “praying to God” delivers the message that God exists and is willing to help. Thirdly, “reading the Bible” tells the audience that God reaches us through the Bible. Last but not least, “felt the Holy Spirit” makes it clear that experiencing God is a real encounter, not just psychological something or conceptual realization. 
Strategy for bringing the Gospel into a conversation

Usually I will spend time getting to know the person. I will show genuine interest in knowing more about the person. Most of the time, I will find some elements about their stories that are related to my own experiences or jobs. When it happens, I will seize the opportunity to tell him/her a little bit about myself so that the person may feel that I am willing to go deeper. The person will eventually know that I am a Christian who believes God is relevant. By then, I will find an opportunity to ask if there is anything I can pray for him/her. If he/she likes the idea, I will hear his/her needs. After that, I will find an opportunity to ask, “Do you mind if I briefly share with you my story of knowing God?” If he/she does not want me to pray for him/her, I will ask if he/she would mind if I briefly share with him/her my story of knowing God.


After telling the person my story, I will ask how he/she feels about my story. The weakness of my story is that it does not outline the redemptive work of Jesus in saving us. The strength of this story is highlighting the need and possibility of deliverance. I will need the help of a drawing (attached) to complete the presentation of gospel. The drawing shows how Christ through His work on the cross provides me a way to eternal blessing. The drawing also shows where I was before; where I am now and will be in the future. It also shows why the Bible is so important to us all. 
