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Theme
The guiding theme of the book of Kings is that the welfare of Israel and her kings depended on their submission to and reliance on Israel’s covenant God, i.e. their obedience to the Sinaitic covenant regulations and their faithful response to God’s prophets.

As the internal evidence shows that when the author wrote the book, it was at least a century and a half after the northern kingdom was dispersed. From the way the author selected and arranged his material, we can see that he tries to describe the history of the kings of Israel and Judah in the light of God’s covenant. In other words, it is clearly not the author’s intention to present a social, political or economical history of the nation of Israel. For one thing, the author repeatedly refers the readers to other sources for more detailed information (1 Kings 11:41, 14:19, 29, 15:7, 31) and he only gives covenantal rather than political or social or economical assessment of their performances. Actually the expression “did evil in the eyes of the Lord” appears 32 times throughout the whole book (e.g. 1 Kings 16:25 regarding Omri).   
In the beginning of the book, the guiding theme is already revealed. David tells Solomon that they shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel if his sons walk before God in truth with all their heart. (1 Kings 2:1-4) This theme is also repeated in 1 Kings 8:25 and 9:5. However the Solomon’s prayer (1 Kings 8: 46-51), the Lord’s own prophecy (1 Kings 9:8-9) and the Lord’s declaration of punishment for idolatry (1 Kings 11:9-13) pretty much set the tone that the outlook is not going to be good because of the sin of idolatry. It turns out that all northern kings do evil. Actually only 2 southern kings Hezekiah (2 Kings 18-20) and Josiah (2 Kings 22-23) are good, which the author reports extensively so as to give a balanced picture of the guiding theme. For this same reason, the book ends with a story of hope, i.e. Jehoiachin’s release and elevation to honor (2 Kings 25: 27-30).

The big idea communicated through selected text is: The drought is the result of the nation’s worshipping Baal (1 Kings 18:18) who is now proved to be unable to save Israelites (1 Kings 18:29-30). They should turn back to the Lord. (1 Kings 18:36-40)              
