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The Imagery of Shepherding
I have never done shepherding before and so when I read those texts using shepherding to explain the relationship between the Lord and us, it didn’t appeal to me strongly. In recent years I have had chances to know some people who used to be a shepherd in China. They told me about their experiences and I thought to myself, “I wish I had had their experiences so that I can understand the shepherding parables and resonate more profoundly. This article has indeed made me feel even stronger that “experience” (at least the knowledge of such experience) is indeed needed to fully understand the rich meaning embedded in the scripture. The materials presented in this article greatly strengthen my understanding of two things: (1) the sheep is very precious to the shepherd because they are co-dependent; (2) the sheep really needs a good shepherd because of their limitations and the challenges in the environment.                                  
