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 Reading Report – Ezekiel And the Heart of Idolatry 
The Book of Ezekiel has already given me a lot of spiritual insights and this article even helps me have a close-up view of the issue of “internalized idols”. It is true that most of us here in the United States do not worship external idols like those images of wood or metal or stone. So when we read those warnings against worshipping idols, we must admit that oftentimes we do not feel like those warnings also speak to us. I believe preachers have to work even harder to unpack the words of God in such a way that “internalized idolatry” is not only the same kind of sin as “external idolatry” but it has the potential of being more sinful and more resistant to corrections. The Bible says covetousness is idolatry but who among us has not wanted to possess more of certain things that we do not really need or that God has not planned for us to have more of. None. However, we seldom call it as “idol worshipping”. If we want to call it as God calls it, it is idol worshipping and it is an offense against the Creator God. We cannot even tell how much of our heart has been adulterated with other religious ideas or how much of our faith has been put on factors other than our God. The question I often use to check myself is: Am I thinking that a certain thing is important to me without recognizing God as the One who can orchestrate everything concerning me for my good? Always! How do I know? Easy! Just count how many times I am over-disappointed or grouchy when I do not get what I think is important to me? Well, our hearts are too rotten to be refurbished because the root problem of internalized idolatry. We need a new heart which Ezekiel 36 promises.              
