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 Reading Report – The Grace of Torah: The Mosaic Prescription for Life 
Most of the Christians I know do not have problem believing that salvation only comes by faith not by deeds. However, the real issue is: when we see Christians not behaving very well or when we ourselves do not live righteously, we will think of two possibilities. One possibility is: that person is not really born again. Another possibility is: God is very displeased with this Christian. The result of such mentality is that good deeds (like attending church and reading bible regularly)  and are important to please God and to prove that one is really a born again Christian. Somehow, unknowingly, we will somehow equate good deeds with signs of being born again and pleasing God. (People who are born again and pleasing God will display good deeds but people displaying good deeds are not necessarily born again and pleasing God) Christians may be burdened with such thoughts when they lack the power to perform good deeds.    
This article reminded me that as ministers of a church we should focus on reminding brothers and sisters of the saving grace of the Lord (how Jesus unconditionally died for our sins; how He changed our lives; how He delivered us from darkness and bondages; how our lives would have been like without Him) and encourage brothers and sisters to love Him in return. We should believe that most (if not all) genuine Christians would want to love God in return to show our gratitude. But how? Then ministers will tell them the good news that God has given us the Bible through which we can know what God likes and what He hates. By obeying His commands/words we can be sure that He is pleased with us;  we can enjoy “rightness” of heart; we can keep a sweet relationship with God and we can live a blessed life God has in store for us.

Above all, according to Psalm 1 and 2 Timothy 3:16 , the law/word/commands of God as recorded in the Bible are God breathed and alive, meaning the word of God can empower us and motivate us to live a Holy life to please God. When the scripture says, “Love your neighbors”, we will be motivated and empowered to love our neighbors. The result is: our hearts will feel right because we show our gratitude to God who saved us by obeying His will. As a bonus, we shall live a blessed life.               

