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 Reading Report – The Challenges of the Ages
The article listed 12 basic elements extracted from Isaiah 53 which the predicted Servant of God should demonstrate. I found them very helpful. With this list in mind, it was not difficult to see that Israel (according to the Corporate Theory) didn’t demonstrate those features that would qualify her to be the Servant predicted by the text. It was also interesting for me learn that the synagogue readings from the prophets always omitted the passage from Is 52:12 through 53 which indicated that Jewish teachers also agreed that the predicted Servant was actually a real person, instead of referring to Israel as a personified servant. Otherwise they would love reading the text as a patriotic act. Unfortunately they knew the predicted Servant should actually be a real person though they didn’t believe Jesus was the One. Regarding Individual Theory, it was not difficult to argue against the notion that the Servant was perhaps a leper or a martyr because neither of them was able to demonstrate all the 12 features the author listed. However, it was indeed interesting to note that Judaism also taught that the suffering and death of the righteous could also produce atonement for others (The Fourth Book of Maccabees). Of course it is wrong to think that any man (no one can be the perfect sacrificial lamb) can save anybody through his suffering. However, I am interested to look into the possibility of believers’ sharing a little bit of Christ redemptive suffering as a result of God’s gracious act of allowing us to become one with Him. Paul said, “… in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body (which is the church) in filling up that which is lacking in Christ’s afflictions.” (Colossians 1:24) Most likely though the afflictions Paul referred to were not redemptive in nature, but related to the sanctification business of the Church.             
