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 Reading Report – Reflection on Suffering from the Book of Job  
The biggest insight I have got from this article is that throughout the dialogue between Job and his three friends Satan's retribution/recompense theology is evident. Though Satan is not mentioned after the first two chapters, his theology is still vibrant in the whole drama. I agree with the writer that the three friends' original purpose of visiting Job was "to sympathize with him and comfort him"; unfortunately their strong commitment to their retribution/recompense theology carried them away and they seemed to have forgotten what they initially wanted to do. They never achieved their purpose except when they stayed with Job in silence during the first 7 days.

I believe Job had already discovered the weaknesses of retribution/recompense theology even before his suffering. It is unlikely that he suddenly changed his whole observation simply because of his adversities. If then, it is reasonable to assert that Job feared God not for His favors. He feared God simply because it was the right thing to do. He knew that disasters might strike him even if he continued to be righteous because he already noticed similar patterns happening around him. He just secretly held to himself an unsettled question and opinion "God, wouldn't it be better if you punish sins and recompense righteous acts right away?" However, he chose to remain quiet because of his fear for the Lord. He held himself pretty well until he was blown away by his friends' winds of accusations. He lost it. The thing is: though he did not agree that the present order strictly followed the retribution/recompense theology, he thinks that it would be better off if God carried out retribution/recompense principles. 
This article also helps me see the essence of Elihu's speech (the sovereignty of God and the overriding principle of grace) and how it helped Job change his perspective and prepared Job for his encounter with God directly. I like the insight that the suffering of a righteous man can keep him from perpetuating a false theology which will sooner or later cause him to move towards the sin of holding grudges against God.   
