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Purpose of the Book of Hebrews

E.F. Scott wrote, “The Epistle to the Hebrews is in many respects the riddle of the New Testament.” Many scholars have to resort to the internal evidence in the text to answer the questions like “When”, “To whom”, or “By whom it was written?”. 

Similarly, regarding the purposes of writing this book, we do not see explicit information in the opening chapter of the book giving us hints. However, most agree that it was more like a theological paper than a personal letter probably because it was written to a small group or college of Christians in Rome. It was possible that the writer was their teacher but at the moment he was separated from them and was afraid that they were drifting away from their faith (13:9); and so he wrote this letter to them. The writer called it “a word of exhortation” (13:22).


I believe this book was written to give a very solid teaching on the continuity between Christianity and the traditional Jewish paradigm using many Greek’s philosophical concepts. The readers might have been struggling with some challenges facing their Christian faith, experiencing difficulties seeing how their faith was in line with the many Jewish traditions, how their faith would take them to a more perfect reality (using Greek’s terminology), and why Christians had to face persecutions.       


If the writer had not written this book, as a result of persecutions many members in that group of Christians would have “shrunk back” (10:39) or “fallen away” (6:6) by “forsaking their assembling together” (10:25), failing to “hold fast the confession of their hope” (10:23), picking up their former legalistic view of justification or early forms of Gnosticism (13:9) and failing to pursue love and holiness by faith (12:10 and 13:1).


If this book was not in the Bible, we would be missing a book that could satisfy the quest for the ultimate truth from those people who had the mentality of a western philosopher and who sought to understand the unity of the O.T. and the N.T. as a whole and we would be missing a book that could help us see that the principle of faith had been embedded throughout the Bible from beginning to end.
