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Principles
I have identified three Biblical principles from my study of the text Mark 3:1-6:

1. Spiritual battles are wars of words;

2. All actions purely based on love are allowed by God;

3. Preparedness for meeting oppositions is required for those who are determined to do the right things   

1. V. 3 states that the Pharisees watched Him to see if He would heal the man on the Sabbath, in order that they might accuse Him. It was a confrontation, a battle, a trap from the very beginning. Jesus could have simply healed the sick man in order to start the war. However, he asked a question instead. He said, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath …?” Though the Pharisees kept silent but the war of words was going on inside. Jesus understood very well that spiritual battles were wars of words and had to be won by God’s words. Jesus was not at war with the flesh and blood of the Pharisees, but the wicked thoughts inside of them like “we are righteous”, “we keep the Sabbath”, “no one should do this or that on the Sabbath”. In John 7:19-24, Jesus confronted the inconsistencies of their thoughts and behaviors regarding this Sabbath conflict through His word. If we consider the direct confrontation between Jesus and the devil before he started his ministry, it will even become crystal clear that spiritual battles are in essence wars of words. Instead of only refusing to do what the devil suggested, Jesus used the scriptures to confront the devil. From this perspective, we can understand why Rev. 12:11 says, “They overcame him (the devil) because of … the word of their testimony”. Application: instead of just wanting to know whether or we should do something, we should ask God for the truth to back up our actions. The church leaders should check whether or not the members understand the truth underlying a certain practice instead of praising them once they do it. 
2. We realize that the church cannot operate without some easy-to-follow rituals or traditions. Perhaps the system will work fine most of the time but there are times of course we need to discuss some cases in which following a particular ritual will compromise our conscience. Here in this text Jesus presented an easy-to-grasp principle for us to respond in such situations, i.e. “Actions purely based on love (doing good, saving a life) are allowed”. It ties in with other scriptures like “for he who loved the neighbors has fulfilled the law” (Roman 13:8) and “You shall love … On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the prophets.” (Matt. 22:37-40) Application: Use the law of love to evaluate our intent of actions which seem to breach certain ritualistic rules.  

3. Jesus was determined to not compromise the truth in word and action not because he was unaware of the possible consequences. On the contrary, he anticipated and was well prepared for what followed (v.6:  the Pharisees went out and immediately … destroy him). He understood that persecution had to happen and God would make all things work together for the good of those who loved Him. (Roman 8:28). Jesus concluded the eight kinds of blessedness by saying, “Blessed are you who when men cast insults at you and persecute you …” (Matt. 5:11). Paul even said, “All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” (2 Timothy 3:12)  Elijah was not so well prepared and fell into an emotional pit. (1 Kings 19) Application: Be psychologically prepared to meet criticisms/attacks when we decide to do the right things so that we will not be caught off guard and fall into a depression.  

