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Principles:  1 Kings 18:20-40
The first principle discovered is: We should worship Yahweh not because He will deliver us from troubles, but because He is God, the only true Lord. Supporting verses from the text and other books of the bible include:  “If the Lord is God, Him; but if Baal, follow him.” (1 Kings 18:21) “… they fell on their faces and they said, “The Lord, He is God; the Lord, He is God.” (1 Kings 18:39) “In the Daniel Ch.3 we can see three Jews who made it very clear that even Yahweh was not going to deliver them from Nebuchadnezzar’s hand, they would not serve his gods or worship the golden image. (Daniel 13:16-18) In Revelation 14:6-7, it is written that the eternal gospel is “… worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters.”  

This principle is relevant to our daily practice of faith and has the following applications: (1) When we preach, teach Sunday school, sing or share the gospel, we should not use “deliverance” or “blessings” to motivate people to worship. Yes, God will often deliver us from troubles because He is merciful. However, the reason for worshipping God is that He is God; He is our Lord; He is the One who created us and the whole universe; He is the “Father” of all souls; and He has been good to us. (2) When we come before the Lord and pray, it is always good (though not a rule) to start with an air of true worshipping as mentioned above instead of jumping right into asking God for favors. Perhaps we should drop the kind of language like “Well, let’s have a few minutes’ prayer. What are the needs we should pray for?” It would make God our “servant” (a powerful and honored servant maybe) which is not right. We should adopt a new set of language like “Let’s pray and worship our Creator God and it is the right thing to do”; or “Let’s pray and remember He is our Lord and our Father”; “Let’s pray and remember His greatness, and mercy and forgiveness”; or “Let’s pray and come before the Creator God and drink from His living water”. Of course we can still make brief prayers pertaining to our needs. However, my point is: when we think of prayer, the strongest impression should not be associated with “prayer requests”, but “worshipping God because HE is God”.                      

The second principle discovered is: Being able to know God and repent is the result of God’s grace, not our own credits. Supporting verses from the text and other books of the bible include:   “… Thou has turned their hearts back again.” (1 Kings 18: 36-39) This theology of God-enabled-repentance can also be seen in the N.T. “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.” (Eph. 2:8) “He is the one whom God exalted …… to grant repentance to Israel …” (Acts 5:31) 

This principle is relevant to our daily practice of faith and has the following applications: (1) When we preach, teach Sunday school, sing or share the gospel, we should repeatedly stress a theme that without the grace of God, no one is able to know God and truly repent. Nevertheless, every effort is needed to make it clear that God is not to blame for any soul to perish because seeking Him is always our responsibility. (2) We should not give up praying for lost souls even though they seem to be unable to recognize their sinfulness. We should keep praying God for the grace to “turn their hearts back again”.

The third principle discovered is: God is a solid reality and He can defend Himself and us if He chooses to; therefore we should not attempt to follow certain rituals in order to cause Him to manifest Himself or look real (such an attitude would demean God). Supporting verses from the text and other books of the bible include: 1 Kings 18:26-28 tells of the Baal's prophets trying to get Baal to manifest himself through some of their traditions like cutting themselves until bleeding, dancing and shouting forcibly but in vain. On the contrary, God manifested Himself by sending fire in respond to Elijah’s humble verbal request. (vv 36-38) He is the One who “works all things after the counsel of His will”. (Eph. 1:11) 

This principle is relevant to our daily practice of faith and has the following applications: (1) Whenever we practice certain religious rituals, we need to stress the meaning of the rituals, i.e. the truth illustrated. We need to avoid passing on an impression that simply following the rituals (even without understanding the meaning and having the intended attitude) can lead to blessings. Some churches emphasize that reading the bible or singing hymns aloud, shouting Hallelujah, saying Amen, etc. can help experience the stronger presence of God, which is in contradiction with this principle. (2) Whenever we experience certain manifestation of God’s presence, we should not try to explain the event with a rigid causal-relationship framework. WE should not put God in a box. Instead, we should thank Him for the grace that we do not deserve and recognize the fact that He works all things after the counsel of His will.     
