Name: Dennis Yeung
Course Number: BLS 503  Interpreting Acts to Revelation

Due Date: Feb 19th 2009
“Outline of My Selected Text  10:32-39” 

Course Instructor: Carl Laney

Mail Box: 198 

Outline of Selected Text: Hebrews 10: 32-39 
1. Reminding the readers how they already showed their confidence (10:32-34)
a. they suffered for their faith (10:32)
b. sometimes they passively underwent ill-treatments (10:33 first half)

c. sometimes they actively shared other brothers’ ill-treatments (10:33 second half)

d. they were not afraid to show sympathy towards the captured brothers (10: 34 upper)
e. they rejoiced over material loss owing to their possession of faith (10:34 middle)

f. they demonstrated knowledge of heavenly rewards (10:34 lower)

2. Encouraging the readers to continue to hold fast their confidence(10:35-36)

a. assured them of the rewards ahead if they held fast their confidence (10:35)

b. such a process would produce endurance (10:36 upper )

c. it was the plan of God to go through these (10:36 middle)
d. reassured them of the rewards ahead when they completed God’s plan (10:36 lower)

3. A song of encouragement(10:37-38)

a. Jesus is coming back very soon (10:37)

b. Until then, those who belong to Jesus should live by faith (10:38 first half)

c. Jesus will be disappointed with those who shrink back in faith (10:38 second half)
4. The writer’s confidence in the readers’ endurance in faith (10:39) 

There is some natural structure in the text that leads to this exegetical outline:

The presence of adverbs “but” (v.32), “Therefore” (v.35) and “but” (v.39) did help me identify the bigger points #1, 2 and 4. Of course #3 (vv 37-38) is very obvious because it was like a poem. To identify the sub-points, I also paid attention to those parallel phrases “partly by ….partly by ….” (v.33), the adverb “For” (v.34, v.36), the conjunctions “and”, “so that” and “when” (v.34, v.36)) and the present participle “knowing that” (v.34).  
