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Outline (1 Kings 18: 18-40)
	Outline
	natural structure

	1. Elijah’s Initiating a Direct Confrontation with Ahab, all Baal’s prophets and Israelites (vv.18-20) 

 
	

	2. Ahab Accepted the Challenge (v.20)

	

	3. Elijah’s Hosting the Contest (vv. 21-25)
a. Identifying the reason for the contest (v.21)

b. Suggesting rules for the contest (vv. 22-24a)

c. People’s accepting the rules (v.24b)

d. Elijah’s first gesture of confidence (v.25) – letting Baal’s prophets act first 
	Elijah is the subject of the three consecutive direct statements

	4. The Failure of Baal’s Prophets to Show Baal is God (vv.26-29)
a. A whole morning’s prayers and rituals by Baal’s prophets (v.26)

b. Elijah’s second gesture of confidence (v.27) – teasing them

c. A whole afternoon’s desperate prayers and rituals 


	“they” (Baal’s prophets) be the subject of the 3 main clauses and 1 subordinate clause. Besides, the activities of the Baal’s prophets are seen only in this section 

	5. Elijah’s Asking Yahweh to Validate Himself (vv.30-37)
a. Calling people’s attention (v. 30a)

b. Rebuilding Yahweh’s altar (v. 30b -32a)

c. Elijah’s third gesture of confidence (32b – 35) –elevating the level of difficulty

d. Asking Yahweh to validate Himself (vv.35 -37) 
	Elijah is the subject of 8 main clauses in this section

	6. Yahweh’s Validating Himself (v.38)

 
	The only verse where Yahweh is the subject in action

	7. People’s Responses to the Results of the Contest (vv.39-40)

a. People’s confession by mouth (v. 39)

b. People’s confession by action (v. 40) –killing the Baal’s prophets

 
	v. 39 starts with “when all the people saw it”, indicating that it is going to show their responses 


