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Report: Women, Gentiles, And the Messianic Mission in Matthew’s Genealogy
This article has given me a totally new perspective on the inclusion of Tamar, Rahab, Ruth and Uriah in the genealogy presented by Matthew. I used to think that the inclusion of the 4 women in the genealogy illustrates the truths that gentiles and sinners have been included in the everlasting plan of God and that women are highly respected in His Kingdom. I have never thought of the possibility that the inclusion of these 4 women (especially when Uriah is used to introduce Bathsheba) highlights the fact that at times even gentiles and women demonstrated greater faith in God than the Israelites and/or their leaders. I believe this line of thought can further be developed to bring out the truth that it has been in the mind of God since the very beginning that “faith” is the foundation of being included into the Kingdom of God regardless of one’s country of origin. As we know that faith is also a gift from God, let’s appeal to the mercy of God and pray for faith of salvation for us and our loved ones.        
