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Introduction to A Sermon on:  1 Kings 18:20-40
Years ago when I was driving to work, I heard an audio clip on my car radio in a morning show hosted by Focus on the Family.  It was a sermon the topic of which was not important. It was such a special recording that it left a very strong memory in my mind. I believe God has a clear message for all of us through this audio clip. The preacher, whose name I have forgotten, began his sermon by talking about his “pit experience” (I guess he had not preached for a year or so). He struggled to speak with a faint and throaty voice that was just loud enough to be heard. He described how he came down with a rare throat disease a couple of years ago which he had not been able to find a cure for from a number of specialists he visited. It felt like somebody was squeezing his throat tightly with both hands. He felt he had been left in the bottom of a pit by God. Many Christians tried to pray to God for his healing and offer him miracle-working formulae with the elements of repentance, fasting, declaration of faith, praising God, praying in Spirit (defined as speaking in tongues), etc. However, he declined many of those good-willed suggestions that were based on certain theologies that he did not agree with. During his sermon, he tried to explain to the congregation that he believed we should never put God in a box. He believed our God was a sovereign God and He did things according to the counsel of His own will. He vowed to continue to be obedient to God because He was God and believed He was absolutely able to deliver him from the pit if He chose to do so at His own chosen time. 
Right at the time he spoke the last few words, his voice suddenly came back to normal and he spoke with a strong clear voice. I could hear screaming and shouting from the audience. For a few seconds he was speechless and then he broke down and sobbed. Obviously he was overwhelmed by the loving touch of God. His experience presents a strong case for the message that God does things according to the counsel of His own will and we should never think that we can follow certain rituals in order to make God manifest Himself. 

In 1 Kings 18: 20-40, when Elijah was having a contest with the prophets of Baal, we can see that the false prophets displayed exactly this kind of mentality when they were trying to have their lord (the meaning of Baal is lord) send fire by following their rituals of dancing, shouting, praying aloud, hurting themselves until bleeding, etc.                   
