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Guidelines for Interpreting Jesus’ Parables
The single most important principle I was reminded by this article is: The concept of the kingdom is the primary referent of Jesus’ parables. I agree because Jesus did frequently use the introductory formula of “The kingdom of heaven is like …” As for other information, I already learned those in the Hermeneutic class. Wait a minute! One point is new to me. In order to identify the main point, the article quoted Stein’s 7 points. The last one is: How would you have told the parable? If Jesus told it differently, does this reveal anything? I never tried that. Perhaps I should. I read Stein’s book before. Maybe I overlooked that point. I grew up in a church (like 30 years ago) which encouraged us to dig deep into the scripture, meaning we thought almost every sentence or phrase or part or word carries special “revelation” that God would want to communicate to us. Oftentimes, we tried to get some special guidance from the Lord regarding a decision through some allegorical meanings hidden in the scriptures. Looking back (with the knowledge I have received through the seminary education), I feel one of the drawbacks of allegorical method of interpretation is: The users will tend to miss the obvious biblical principles while doing all the digging. I believe the issue with most of us today is not that we do not have the knowledge of God’s revelation; but that we do not seek God hard enough for strength to do His will. Like Jesus, we know His will but we need to pray and pray until we can truly say, “Your will be done”.       
