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 Reading Report – Gideon, Dew, And the Narrative-Geographical Shaping of Judges 6:33-40 
Though I still believe that God will speak to individual Christians through allegorical meanings of scriptural texts (like the dew representing the unction falling on the praying people), I think every Christian should be aware of the need to sharpen our skill of using the synchronic method to understand all scriptural texts. Valuable and helpful allegorical meanings are only obtained at the mercy of God. I don’t think we should create too great a hunger to look for them. We should also be aware of the risk of over-emphasizing the value of them because somehow it might cause honest Christians to twist their minds to secure them. Worse still, the “allegorical meanings” would even become the “idol” they worship. On the other hand, it is always needed to study the context and the historical settings in order to understand how the contemporary readers would understand the texts. It is simply “seeking the truth/true picture”. For example in this text, once we understand the value of dew during that season in that area; the different levels of difficulty for the two dew miracles; the superstitious beliefs regarding the power of Baal, the confusion of who is truly God, and the presence of a large audience in a public setting, we will automatically get closer to the truth of the happening. We will get more solid meanings out of the text which (unlike allegorical meanings) will be able to speak to all Christians. 
