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Expositional Summary of 1 Kings 18:18-40  
In order to take the most out of this text, we need to understand (1) why the Book of Kings was written; (2) the historical information underlining this particular narrative; (3) what goes before and after this particular happening; and (4) how the story is narrated to bring out a big idea that can tie in with the context to develop the whole theme of the book.

As the last event recorded in Kings is the release of Jehoiachin from prison without mentioning the return to Jerusalem after the captivity, it is natural for Israelites to wonder how the nation had got there and how they could be restored by God.  Most scholars agree that the unique purpose of the book of Kings is to answer the question why the whole nation of the Jews had been taken into captivity and to encourage the Israelites to learn their lesson so as to gain restoration. 

The theocratic kingdom of God was most pure (the whole nation worshipped Yahweh) when David reigned. His son Solomon allowed idolatry after marrying wives from other nations. After he died, the nation split. Initially the worship centers were claimed to be used for worshipping Yahweh, but over time more and more people worshipped other gods or goddesses and people couldn’t even tell which one was the real God. There were seven kings before Ahab but all were “evil” in the eye of Yahweh. Ahab married Jezebel who did not want Baalism to coexist with the worship of Yahweh, so she tried to slaughter every Yahweh’s prophet. 

Baal was worshipped as the god having power over rain, wind, clouds and therefore over fertility (production and prosperity). As Jezebel was just beginning her campaign to rid of Yahweh worship, there must have been many Israelites who were skeptical and not sure if Baal or Yahweh was the true mighty God. Before this contest on Mount Carmel, God had already sent Elijah to challenge the power or authenticity of Baal. He boldly went to Ahab and said, “There shall be neither dew nor rain these years except by my word,” and then they saw no rain for over 3 years. The people must have been even more skeptical of the power of Baal though they would be afraid to speak up for fear of being persecuted by Jezebel.   

In this selected text we can clearly see that as the covenant God, Yahweh took initiative to bring the people back from idolatry which would continue to ruin the whole nation. Yahweh initiated a direct confrontation with Ahab, all Baal’s prophets and Israelites through Elijah. We can see that Elijah was actually hosting the contest and he started with a beginning speech which clearly spelled out the purpose of the contest, i.e. to know who was God and which one to worship. The text dramatically showed that the Baal’s prophets failed to show that Baal was God while Yahweh unmistakably validated Himself. People then turned back to Yahweh, which was followed by the lifting of the curse of drought. Unfortunately, their purity didn’t last long. 
Actually this narrative is a condensed drama to show the efforts of Yahweh to bring the people back from idolatry so as to save the nation from the curses. This narrative ties in with the guiding theme of the book that the welfare of Israel and her kings depended on their worshipping Yahweh the only true God by their obedience to the Sinaitic covenant regulations and their faithful response to God’s prophets. Actually the expression “did evil in the eyes of the Lord” (worshipping idols) appears 32 times throughout the whole book. The drought mentioned in this text was the result of the nation’s worshipping Baal who was now proved to be unable to save Israelites. They should turn back to the one who delivered them – Yahweh, the only true God.               
