Global Church History Presentation

Evangelism in China

Proposition The Theology of Human Work (Glory) has been more appealing to Chinese than the  Theology of the Cross. 
Facts: 
1. Chinese chronology very close to Biblical Chronology/ 
2. Tien Tan (Heaven Altar) existing at least since 2205 BC and annual sacrifices being made till 1911/ 

3. Chinese characters may have retained some information that agrees with Biblical accounts/ ship=                              righteousness=                 /lost theology of cross?                 
4. 550BC/ Greatest sage Confucius/ rules of courteous human interaction, laws/ theology of human work? 500 years’ prediction of his leading student/ none greater after him?
5. same period, Daoism/ the greatness of Dao=        , meaning the way, the truth, the life/ advocating less human work/ not gaining popularity/ against theology of human work?

6. when Jesus came, Han dynasty in China/ very civilized and stable/ Chinese called ‘people of Han’ even till now/ but no greater sage than Confucius/ only Jesus was born in the Middle East 
Four Periods of Evangelism in China:

1. 635-781 AD – Nestorian churches established, called ‘religion of Great Sun’/ stressing more the human side of Jesus/ tolerated in China because of more theology of human work?/ exterminated together with Daoism (against theology of human work?) 

2. 1275 – 1368 AD – ruled by Mongolian Empire/ Nestorian faith kept all along in Mongol tribes/ revival of Nestorianism in China/ Roman Catholic also came/ 7 bishops/ 30,000 believers/ Chinese rebelled against Mongolian Empire/ Christianity exterminated together with a sect of Buddhism which taught end time prophecy (not supporting theology of human work?) 
3. 1513-1715 AD – post reformation/ European sea expedition/ Jesuits came/attracted by their scientific knowledge/ priests honoring Chinese customs/ 1700 AD 3000,000 believers/ 1715 AD papal bull banning folk rituals that were considered as worshipping ancestors/ Christianity then exterminated/ honoring parents the highest virtue in human interaction/ against theology of human work?

4. 1807 - now – Protestant Robert Morrison came to Macau/ translation and dictionary/ not allowed to enter/ until Opium War/ China was forced to open the door/ many protestant missionaries and Catholic priests came/ Chinese attempt of Christendom but heretical (1850-1864)/ Protestant Hudson Taylor came 1854 shortly before Britain Awakening at 1859/ considered as the most effective evangelist in China/ embracing Chinese cultural elements and pure Christian faith/ established China Inland Mission/ going underground as house churches since cultural revolution (1966-1976) 

Close-up View of Chinese Attempt of ‘Christendom’ and Its Theology of Human Work

1. Tai Ping Rebellion/ Heavenly Kingdom of Great Peace/ 1850-1964/ ruling 30 million people/earth as the Small Heavenly Kingdom/ Heaven as the Big Heavenly Kingdom
2. 20-30 million people died/ due to wars and starvation/ could not be stopped without the help of British and French military forces/ quite successful

3. 25 families one priest/ district pastor/ county pastor/ province pastor/ very organised
4. the leader had a vision from ‘God’ and was told he was the brother of Jesus/ closer to Nestorianism/ charged with a mission to establish the Heavenly Kingdom of Great Peace

5. for holiness, male and female believers were separated most of the time

6. abolishing inhumane traditions, e.g. foot binding for women

7. redistribution of wealth, suppressing private trade, kind of communism

8. implementing the ten commandments as kingdom laws
9. communion, baptism, singing hymns, preaching, celebrating some Christian festivals

10. O.T., N.T., and True Testament.
1. Significance of studying the history of evangelism in China:
China has a population of 1.3 billion, the largest of any country in the world, according to 2010 Census

2. Things learned that may impact my life and doctrine:
(1) When sharing the Gospel with an average Chinese, it is more natural to start with the creator God; 
(2) Chinese is most interested in the well being of the present life and human work is indispensable in attaining this goal; 
(3) When presenting the gospel to an average Chinese, it is critical to give a place for human work without compromising the gospel especially the centrality of the grace of God through the cross of Christ.
3. Several key questions to be answered:

The information I read supports the proposition I set during the course of this study, i.e. the ‘theology of human work’ has been more appealing to Chinese than the ‘theology of the cross’. However, there are several key questions I would like to answer in the future: 
(1) The Inland China Mission seemed to be very successful in China. How did they actually conduct their worship services and teach their disciples to live their lives? Did they somehow get around with the issue of the ‘theology of human work’ among Chinese?
(2) The protestant Christianity seemed to thrive better than the Catholic Christianity in China. However, the Catholic Christianity was supposed to have more leeway to accommodate the craving for the ‘theology of human work’. What went wrong with the strategy of the Roman Catholic? 
(3) An emperor was converted a Christian and even wrote a hymn that is included in one of Christian hymn books today. However, after the papal bull of banning rituals honoring deceased ancestor, the emperor broke with Roman Catholic. Is the Chinese way of paying tribute to their ancestors idol worshipping? How do different protestant denominations teach their congregations?       
Useful sources and number of pages read
1. ‘God and the Ancient Chinese’ by Samuel Wang & Ethel R. Nelson                                       (269 pages)
2. ‘Promises God Has Given the Chinese’  by Ethel R. Nelson                                                     (133 pages)

3. ‘J. Hudson Taylor – A Man in Christ’ by Roger Steer                                                               (50 pages)
4. ‘The Great Encounter of China and the West, 1500-1800’ by David E. Mungello                   (100 pages)

5. ‘Preaching Christ in Late Ming China’ by Gianni Criveller                                                      (50 pages)

6. ‘Basic Knowledge of Christianity in China’ by Sin Ping Cheuk (no English translation)         (306 pages)

7. ‘Christianity in China’ in website www.wikipedia.org                                                              (7000 words)
8. ‘Chinese Rites Controversy’ in website www.chinaculture.org                                                 (300 words)

9. ‘Taiping Rebellion’ in www.britanica.org                                                                                 (3000 words)
10. ‘Timeline’ in www.omf.org                                                                                                      (500 words)
