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Definition and Essence
The Definition and Essence of Marriage

Marriage is the life-long covenantal union between one man and one woman, designed by God to last as long as they shall live, resulting in a binding agreement that they will not have romantic and sexual union with others (1 Gn 2: 23-24, 1 Cor. 7:2). Marriage is designed for husband and wife to complement each other to attain a God ordained good union (Gn. 2: 18, 24), for the safeguarding, undergirding, and development of their moral and spiritual characters (Gn. 1:27-28, Col. 3:18-19, 1 Cor. 7:3-5, 9), for the propagation of children and the rearing of them in the discipline and instruction of the Lord (Mal. 2:15, Eph. 6:1-4).    
The Definition and Essence of Family
The Bible uses the word ‘family’ primarily to refer to a group of marriage-related and blood-related individuals who should assume caring for one another as their life-long obligation and top priority (1 Tim. 5:8) though there are special situations in which God wants us to treat non-family members as family members (John 19:26-27, Matt. 12: 46-50) 
Marriage and Family as an Institution
Who Can Marry?
All persons who are able to give their consent with judgment may marry (Gn 1:27-28, 2:22-24), except within the limits of blood relationship forbidden by Scripture (1 Cor 5:1, Lv 18: 6-18), and such marriages are valid before God in the eyes of the church (Heb. 13:4, 1 Cor. 7:36). However, no marriage can be fully and securely Christian in spirit or in purpose unless both partners are committed to a common Christian faith and to a deeply shared intention of building a Christian home. Evangelical Christians should seek as partners in marriage only persons who hold in common a sound basis of evangelical faith (1 Cor. 7:392 Cor. 6:14-15).    
Significance of Marriage Ceremony
Marriage for Christians has religious as well as civil significance (Mk 10:11-12, 1 Tim. 5:3-4). The distinctive contribution of the church in performing the marriage ceremony is to affirm the divine institution of marriage (Gn. 1:27-28), to invoke God’s blessing upon those who enter into the marital relationship in accordance with His Word (Mk 10:9), and to hear the vows of those who desire to be married and to assure the married partners of God’s grace within their new relationship (1 Peter 3:7).

Duration of Marriage
It is the divine intention that persons entering the marriage covenant become inseparably united, thus allowing for no dissolution save that caused by the death of either husband or wife (Rom. 7:2-3, Mk. 10:5-9).
Roles of Husband, Wife and Children
Husband and wife are charged with the mission of having godly children through loving, sexual and covenantal relationship with each other (Gn 1:27-28, Mal. 2:14-16). Husband and wife should work together to fulfill the holy mission charged by God with the primary focus on parenting their children (Gn 1:27-28, Deut. 21:18-23). The primary role of husband, according to God’s design, is taking the responsibility of making decisions for his family out of love for his wife and children while the primary role of wife is being a complementary partner of  her husband helping him over his weaknesses (Gn 2:18, Col. 3:18-21, Prov. 31). Children should honor their parents and obey their instructions which are targeted at the development of their godly character (Col. 3:18-21). 
Effects of Sin on Marriage and Family as an Institution
If Sin is Not an Issue
I believe a family without the issue of sin would look more like this: Husband realizes his own limitations and the grave responsibility of making decisions regarding his beloved wife and children. He honors his wife as his God sent helper. On the other hand, wife appreciates the burden of decision making on her husband’s shoulder and tries her best to share his burden by helping him with her God given talents. They love each other in all ways, one of which is honoring their covenantal vows with each other by refusing sex (the only God designed way of ‘holistically’ loving each other) with any other person. Children are the fruit of their holistic love. They cherish their children and bring them up with love. Children enjoy the love of their parents and their home. Children are grateful to their parents and honor them with their obedience. 

Effects of Sin
 I believe ‘marriage and family’ as an institution is at stake because of the issue of sin. Husband and wife trying to manipulate each other, family violence, divorces, abusive parenting, disobedient children, marital affairs, etc. have been attacking this God ordained institution ever since the fall of humanity                  (Gn. 3:16, Deut. 21:18-23, Mal. 2:16, Col.3:21).
Significance of Marriage and Family in the Work of Redemption
Understanding God’s Messages
It is the will of the Lord to reveal the truth of the Trinity (God the Father, God the Son and God the Spirit) through our knowledge and experiences pertaining to marriage and family, without which the work of redemption cannot be carried out as it is now. The Scripture relies heavily on our understanding of healthy relationships in marriage and family to tell the truths included in the work of redemption (Rev. 12:1-2, Luke 15:11-32, Eph. 6:25-33).        
Primary Location for the Work of Redemption
It is also the will of the Lord for the work of redemption to happen in the family as the primary location (Acts 2:46, 16:31, 1 Cor. 7:14, 2 Tim.1:5). 
Dealing with Broken Relationship

The weaknesses of one or both partners may lead to denial of the marriage vows; yet only in cases of extreme, unrepented-of, and irremediable unfaithfulness (physical or spiritual) should separation or divorce be considered. Such separation or divorce is accepted as permissible only because of the failure of one or both of the partners, and does not lessen in any way the divine intention for indissoluble union (Mk 10:4-9, 1 Cor. 7:12-13, Matt 19:7-9). The remarriage of divorced persons is accepted by many churches, when sufficient penitence for sin and failure is evident, and a firm purpose of and endeavor after Christian marriage is manifested (2 Sam 12:13, Neh 9:17). However, we need to emphasize that it is the original Will of God that even if a couple is separated, they should not marry another person because their lives have become one until either one dies. (1 Cor 7:11 and Matthew 19:3-12)
