Read this before looking at the exam:

1. Please keep in mind that even though this is a take-home exam, it is not an open-book/open-note exam. You are not allowed to use any books or notes to assist you in taking this test.

2. Since you are not to use any external resources on the exam, please do not look at the exam until you have finished studying and are prepared to take the exam.

3. You do not have to take the exam all at once but once you have begun the exam you should not consult any books or notes that might have a bearing on the exam. 

4. Since we are not all taking the exam at the same time, once you have begun the exam, please do not discuss the exam with anyone else in the class until you are sure that both of you have completed the exam.  

5. If you have any questions regarding the exam, please feel free to email me at any time and I will attempt to address them as quickly as possible. I cannot guarantee that questions emailed to me the day before the exam is due will be responded to in time to be helpful. 

6. This is a comprehensive exam and will cover any material that has been discussed in class. (Though course readings and videos will not be tested directly, the information you gained from them will certainly benefit you as you take the exam). Although a study guide has been provided to help you prepare for the exam, do not assume that everything on the exam has been addressed in the study guide. It is up to you to make sure that you have prepared properly.  

CHS 505/506: Exam #2
Name:  _Dennis Yeung___________________ 
Date:_4/10/13_
Box #: _198_____

Please indicate how much time you spent on this exam. (This will not be factored into your grade, it is purely for the purposes of evaluating the exam.) 4 hours
A. In the space provided, indicate the correct date for each of the following events and time periods (1 pt. each).

1. The Peace of Westphalia
_1648___

2. The Early Middle Ages era
_476-1000_

3. The Council of Chalcedon
_451____

4. The Edict of Milan
__313___
5. East-West Schism
__1054_

6. The Council of Nicea
__325___

7. The Diet of Worms
_1521___

8. The High Middle Ages era
__1000-1300__

9. The Posting of the 95 Theses
__1517____

10. The Apostolic era
__95-150_


11. The Reformation era
__1517-1600_

12. The Council of Ephesus
__431___

13. The Rise of Islam
__622___

14. The Post-Nicene era
__381-476__

15. The Late Middle Ages
__1300-1500_

A. Match each of the following persons and events with the appropriate time period (1 pt. each). 

1. Ignatius of Loyola
__i__
a. The Apostolic Era
2. Leo the Great
_e___
b. The Apologist Era
3. Oliver Cromwell
_i___
c. The Ante-Nicene Era
4. Polycarp
_a___
d. The Nicene Era
5. Jerome
_e___
e. The Post-Nicene Era
6. Philip Melancthon
_i___
f. The Early Middle Ages
7. Westminster Assembly
_i___
g. The High Middle Ages
8. Gregory the Great
_f___
h. The Late Middle Ages
9. William Perkins
_i___
i. The Reformation
10. The Great Papal Schism
_h___

11. Tertullian
_c___


12. Thomas Aquinas
_g___

13. John Wycliffe
_h___

14. Council of Trent
_i___
15. St. Antony
_c__

16. The First Crusade
_g___
17. Charlemagne
_f___
18. King James Bible
_i___

19. St. Francis
_g___

20. Athanasius
_d___

C. Please provide a concise answer for each of the following questions. (5 pts. each)

1. People often say that the Great Schism between the eastern and western halves of the church happened in 1054. How would you assess this claim?

1054 was probably the most spectacular event (placing the bull on the altar to excommunicate the Patriarch of Constantinople) in the process of schism which had been started well before that due to differences in language (Latin vs Greek) and theology (especially disagreements over the use of icons and filioque). Actually even after 1054, they did try to mend their relationship; however, the offences brought about Crusades and the fall of Constantinople to the Turks in 1453 made the schism final.
2. You’re talking with a Protestant friend who wants to know where the papacy came from. Briefly summarize explain why the papacy developed into such an important institution and the chief figures in its development.

The bishop of Rome had been given some level of importance since the apostolic era because of the belief that there is a traditional succession that went back to St. Peter and because of its historic connections with the Roman Empire. With the decline of Roman imperial power, there appeared a need for the bishop of Rome to assume greater secular and ecclesial authority over the western churches. Leo the Great in the 5th Century was the first ‘pope’ to answer this need but Gregory the Great in the 6th Century was really the first one demonstrating solid political, ecclesiastical and theological leadership.
3. People often view the middle ages as a time of stagnation or decay in the life of the church. What are three things that you could point to that would support this conclusion? 
Firstly monasteries became very wealthy because of donations from secular rulers and because the monks spent most of their time laboring and then selling their products. Monks were often accused of being lazy. Secondly, the pope’s increasing interest in institutionalizing state-church relationship led to the decline in doctrinal and spiritual purity. For example, Charles was crowned ‘Roman Emperor’ by Pope Leo III on Christmas Day 800. Thirdly, in order to gain more money to purchase political influence and keep grandiose lifestyles, the church instituted practices (e.g. selling indulgences) that signified their abandonment of the pure doctrines of faith, grace and true repentance.    
What are three things you could point to that would suggest that there were positive developments during this time period as well.

Firstly, there were reform movements like those that resulted in the formation of Franciscans and Dominicans which later launched positive world-wide missions. Secondly, the church had successfully brought Christianity to British Asles and Germany and had brought about the conversion of Slavs and Scandinavians and Russia. Thirdly, there was the emergence of scholasticism which stressed resolving discrepancies by laying out discrepancies and showing how they could be resolved by philosophical and logical analysis.
4. The late middle ages saw a decline in the power and prestige of the papacy. Identify at least three things that contributed to this decline and briefly explain how they did so.

Firstly, during the so called ‘Babylonian Captivity’, King Philip sent people to arrest the Pope and move him from Rome to France in response to the Pope’s decree that all kings were subject to Pope. Thereafter, the church and the people realized that the power of Pope was limited. Secondly, in the early 15th Century, there were 2 rival popes and they refused to resign. A council was held to declare that their positions were invalid and another pope was elected resulting in three rival popes. The crisis of church unity was exposed. Thirdly, during the period of Renaissance, popes were focused on producing arts and decorating Rome for their grandiose lifestyles. They gradually lost the spiritual power once demonstrated by the devoted leaders like Gregory the Great or St. Francis. 
5. Earlier reformers who challenged the authority of the church ended up martyred (e.g. Hus and Savanarola) or had movements with only a limited impact (e.g. Wycliff). What was different about Luther’s situation that allowed his reform to have such a great and lasting impact? (Identify at least three factors that contributed to this difference.)

Firstly, the sharp decline in the power and prestige of the Papacy due to Papal Schism and also the extravagance of the Renaissance popes. The church needed money for their grandiose lifestyles and bribing the electoral college to elect a Roman Emperor they favored, resulting in abusing the practice of indulgences. General dissatisfaction was high. Secondly, the general desire of the age was seeking diversity and discovering new things. For example, one advocator or humanism Erasmus pushed for the true meaning of Christian Faith. Thirdly, there was the poverty problem among the peasants, the quest for more power among the rising middle class, the dissatisfaction of the upper class people towards the Church and the kings. In these situations, the new thoughts of Martin Luther gave them ammunitions. 
6. The 'Radical Reformation' comprised three different groups. What were those groups and what were their key characteristics? 
Firstly, there were Anabaptists who reject infant baptism, saying that baptism should be the conscious choice of an adult to accept salvation. They fought for more autonomy for local churches. Secondly, there were spirituals who claimed to have received special revelations from the Holy Spirit and called for spiritual living. Thirdly there were rationalists who rejected anything not approved by their reason, like Trinity and the notion of Christ’s death being a substitution for sinners’ penalty. 
Why were the Anabaptists persecuted by other Christian groups?

They were persecuted because their theology was different from others. They were also accused of rushing too many changes into the church. Their extreme practices were too much counter-cultural for that age.
7. What does it mean to refer to the English reformation as the Anglican 'middle way'? 
In late 16th Century, Queen Elizabeth tried to find a compromise between Protestantism and Catholicism. They established an approach to Christianity (middle way) that preserves Catholicism through the use of prayer book, governing structure, and liturgy (the Catholic way) that contained Protestant theology (the Protestant way). 
How would you assess this approach to reformation?

It was sort of a half way house neither endorsed by Protestants nor Catholics. I don’t think it was a sincere and workable attempt to reform Christianity. Rather it was just an attempt to save political and social stability. No wonder some called this Anglican ‘middle way’ a sinful compromise. I think it is a typical example of ‘new wine in an old wineskin’ which would not be able to work according to Jesus.
B. Write an essay providing your perspective on the following question. (25 pts.)
Essay Question: A friend of yours has been spending a lot of time at a Catholic church. He’s confused because he’s always heard that the Protestant reformers split from the Catholic church because of the four solas of Protestant theology. But, at his Catholic church, he hears a lot about stuff like faith and grace. So, he’s asked you to explain what the four solas are and how they related to the Catholic theology of the day so that he can understand better how we got where we are today. How would you explain the four solas to him or her and how they relate to the Catholic theology of Luther’s time?


Firstly ‘sola scriptura’ affirmed the ‘absolute authority of scripture alone’. However, at Luther’s time, there were many practices and beliefs that were backed up by traditions instead of the Scripture, e.g. the purgatory, the immaculate heart of Mary, the five sacraments other than baptism and communion, withholding the cup from the congregation, and the authority of the apocrypha. So, during Luther’s time, it was indeed revolutionary if someone insisted that practices not supported by the Scripture should be abandoned. Actually even today, though you hear a lot about stuff like faith and grace, it does not mean that the Catholic church now endorses ‘sola scriptura’. For one thing, the Bible only mentions two sacraments but they still administer seven sacraments. 


Seondly, ‘sola gratia’ affirmed ‘salvation by grace alone’. The Catholic Church teaches salvation is the grace of God because God initiates to save us. However, people need to do a number of things in order to receive the grace of salvation. For example, they have to continuously confess their sins and then do penances and receive the declarations of forgiveness from priests. Back in Luther’s time, the penance requested by the church might be purchasing indulgences. Though they did not say that people could work their way to salvation, they were accused of ‘semi-Palegianism’ because they stressed too much of work to be done in order to receive the grace of salvation. If the Catholic Church today keeps the work to be done in order to receive the grace of salvation minimal (e.g. only receiving baptism with a true repenting heart), the difference between Protestants and Catholics will be smaller. 


Thirdly, ‘sola fidei’ affirmed ‘salvation by faith alone’. Similar to the previous situation, Catholic Church back at Luther’s time also had the teaching of faith, but they insisted that faith must be accompanied by some kind of work. Actually they divided salvation into two stages. Firstly, baptism would start a person’s journey of salvation. Then the person would need to go through life long purification through Eucharist, confession, penance and even purgatory after death. That was why if somebody was excommunicated and barred from Eucharist, his or her status of ultimate salvation would be made uncertain. At that time they even had a saying that when a coin of donation hit the bottom of the chest, somebody’s soul would be released from purgatory. Obviously their practices had deviated from ‘sola fidei’. 


Lastly, ‘solus Christus’ affirmed ‘salvation by Christ alone’. This is very much similar to the previous two items because Christ is understood to be the One who saves and He is the object of our faith. Back at Luther’s time, the selling of indulgences was very outrageous. It literally meant that if someone could afford to buy indulgences, he or she could continue to sin and still get saved. So salvation was not by Christ alone. As for today, if the Catholic Church emphasizes only the two scripturally based sacraments, baptism and communion, as means of salvation, they come close to Protestants. If they also emphasize that it is Christ who saves us through these sacraments, they come even closer to Protestants. Furthermore, if they emphasize that the sacraments will only work on those who truly repent and believe in Christ, they get even closer and closer to Protestants. After all these, if they do not add anything else to the grace of salvation, Catholic Church and Protestants can start considering reunion. It is not easy though because Catholic Church still has their unique doctrines or practices of ‘purgatory’, ‘praying to saints’, ‘trans-substantiation’, etc.                               
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