Read this before looking at the exam:

1. Please keep in mind that even though this is a take-home exam, it is not an open-book/open-note exam. You are not allowed to use any books or notes to assist you in taking this test.

2. Since you are not to use any external resources on the exam, please do not look at the exam until you have finished studying and are prepared to take the exam.

3. You do not have to take the exam all at once but once you have begun the exam you should not consult any books or notes that might have a bearing on the exam. 

4. Since we are not all taking the exam at the same time, once you have begun the exam, please do not discuss the exam with anyone else in the class until you are sure that both of you have completed the exam.  

5. If you have any questions regarding the exam, please feel free to email me at any time and I will attempt to address them as quickly as possible. I cannot guarantee that questions emailed to me the day before the exam is due will be responded to in time to be helpful. 

6. This is a comprehensive exam and will cover any material that has been discussed in class. (Though course readings and videos will not be tested directly, the information you gained from them will certainly benefit you as you take the exam). Although a study guide has been provided to help you prepare for the exam, do not assume that everything on the exam has been addressed in the study guide. It is up to you to make sure that you have prepared properly.  

CHS 505/506: Exam #1
Early Church through the Christian Empire
Name: __Dennis Yeung_____________ 
Date:_2/10/2013____
Box #: _198_______

A. In the space provided, indicate the correct date for each of the following events and/or time periods (1 pt. each).

1. The apostolic era
AD 95-100
2. The Council of Chalcedon
AD 451___

3. The apologist era
AD 140-200
4. The Edict of Milan
AD 313____

5. The ante-Nicene era
AD 200-313
6. The Nicene era
AD 314-381
7. The Council of Nicea
AD 325___
8. The post-Nicene era
AD 381-476
9. The Destruction of Jerusalem
AD 70____
10. The Council of Constantinople
AD 381___

B. Match each of the following persons and events with the appropriate time period (1 pt. each). 

1. Athanasius 
__d__
a. The Apostolic era
2. Chrysostom
__e__
b. The Apologist era
3. Constantine  
__d__
c. The Ante-Nicene era
4. Irenaeus
__b__
d. The Nicene era
5. Augustine
__e__
e. The post-Nicene era

6. Polycarp
_a___

7. Jerome
__e__


8. Clement of Rome
_a___

9. Tertullian
_c___

10. Gregory of Nysa
_d___

C. Please provide a concise answer (normally just a few sentences) for each of the following questions. (5 pts. each)

1. What are three ‘dangers’ of church history that we discussed in class and how will you avoid/address those dangers in your own study of church history? 
We may lose the big picture while studying many individual events. Secondly we may be discouraged by the disputes and conflicts among Christians. Thirdly, we may be tempted to think that the past modes of Christianity are better. I need to remind myself that I should look at the big picture and that all past saints were also sinners.     
2. Imagine that you have a pastor friend who is not convinced that church history really matters. (That’s probably not much of a stretch.) How would you convince such a person that it’s important to understand what happened during the earliest periods of the church (i.e. the apostolic and apologist eras)? Do things that happened such a long time ago really matter for life and ministry today?

If we had not studied the earliest periods of the church, we would not have realized that actually some books of the Bible (like the Gospel and the letters of Apostle John) are actually attacking certain heresies like Docetism. Studying church history will heighten our senses of defending our faith against contemporary heresies. 
3. Many argue that there was no ‘true’ or ‘orthodox’ church at first; instead, there were a lot of different groups arguing for their particular understanding of Christianity (even Peter and Paul had different visions of Christianity). Eventually, one of them came to power and suppressed all of the other ones. The ‘victors’ then wrote the histories (even altering biblical books) to make it look like theirs was the ‘true’ church all along.” How would you assess this argument (strengths/weaknesses)? 
It is just a speculation because there was no historical evidence showing that certain apostles suppressed other apostles. On the contrary, there is evidence (like the Jerusalem Council) showing that they tried to keep their unity by relinquishing unnecessary burden of traditions. Even Peter, not long before he was killed, endorsed the teachings in Paul’s letters.
4. A friend of yours is Catholic, and she argues that the Church should organize itself around bishops today for two reasons. First, immediately after the NT period the church adopted an episcopal structure and we should emulate the earliest Christian leaders. And second, this was the consistent tradition of almost all Christians for hundreds of years after that. She wants to know why your church ignores all that history and tradition in how it organizes itself. How are you going to respond?

Episcopal structure is important during the early church history because heresies are active while there was neither universal canon nor creed protecting Christians. Now we have the Bible and the creeds in which we do not see evidence signifying that the Catholic mode of episcopal structure must be followed. If the Catholic mode of episcopal structure had really worked perfectly, it would not have caused the reformation movement. If we organize a church based on the Biblical principles, we are following the apostles’ footsteps.
5. The ‘Apologists’ used a number of key arguments against their heretical opponents. What were those arguments and how were they used to refute the heretics?
The key arguments used include: orthodox faith should be universal; the heretical opponents didn’t lead a moral life; they didn’t read the scripture correctly and they didn’t have the authority passed down from the apostles.
How would you assess these arguments? Do you think any of them are problematic in any way? If so, how?

Somebody may be leading an immoral life but his arguments may be correct. I agree that an orthodox faith should be universal but it is possible that a heresy may become orthodox. So I think the key lies in whether or not the opponents interpret the apostles’ writings correctly. 
6. List the four ecumenical councils that we discussed (in order) and briefly indicate the main theological issues that were under consideration at each.
The Council of Nicea affirms that Christ shares the same substance as God’s; the Council of Constantinople affirms that Christ is fully human; the Council of Ephesus affirms that Christ is God and man in one person; and the Council of Chalcedon affirms that Christ’s 2 natures are indivisible, unconfused, inseparable and immutable.
7. After the councils of Ephesus and Chalcedon, the Christian church experienced its first two major schisms. What were those two schisms and why did those groups break away from the Christian church?

Some monophysite churches left them because they insisted one person can only possess one nature. Some Nestorian churches left them because they insisted God and the man Jesus united only in will and action. Mary should not be called the mother of God.
Do you agree that these issues were worth dividing the church over?

It is hard to compromise. Some scriptural texts present Jesus as fully divine while some other texts fully human. If the orthodox churches had yielded to them, they would have had a hard time preaching the messages of the scripture without bending them.
D.
 Write an essay providing your perspective on the following question. (25 pts.)

Essay Question: What was the impact of Constantine’s conversion on the church (both during his life and afterwards) and how would you assess that impact?
In 313, Constantine, together with the Emperor in the East, issued the Edict of Milan ending the on-and-off persecution against Christians ever since the establishment of the church. The impact was huge. Before that, Christians were accused of being atheists for not worshipping the pagan gods. Now Christianity became a state endorsed religion.  Gradually Christianity became more and more influential in the culture and political system of Roman Empire. Dozens of years after his death, Christianity was even made the official religion of Roman Empire. Christians used to gather in the catacombs but now they were free to attend giant beautiful chapels. Alongside these notable changes, there were some other huge impacts left by his footprints: (1) Nominal Christianity: Under the threat of persecution, most Christians remained to be Christians because of their inner commitment. They would live a better life if they denied their faith. Now being a Christian would enjoy certain benefits because many state leaders were also Christians. Many nominal Christians appeared; (2) Emergence of Creeds and Canon: In a certain sense, the conversion of Constantine was like the Kingdom authority coming down to earth silencing the voices of heresies and leading to the creation of the Creeds and the Canon. The Council of Nicea would not have happened if it had not been called and buttressed by Constantine. He set the model of using an ecumenical council to defend Christianity. Later emperors and bishops used the same strategy and eventually the Canon and the Creeds were established to defend Christianity against heresies; (3) World-wide Evangelism: Following his conversion, the whole Roman Empire gradually became a Christian State. Even the ‘barbarians’ who later brought down the West Roman Empire had been positively influenced by Christianity. Christianity continued to be the primary religion in Europe even until today. Through the colonization movement of the European countries, the gospel was brought to many parts of the world; (4) Impurity of the Church: the Church-State dependence started by Constantine had also created a situation that the purity of the church was greatly undermined. For instance, during a period of 50 years, the leadership of Bishop Athanasius had been affirmed and denied 5 times as a result of the religious orientations of the emperors in power. Sincere Christians were not sure if the church leaders were following the Lord in Heaven or the emperor on earth. It resulted in the rise of monasticism which was a move to preserve the purity of Christianity.                         
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