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Context of Selected Text: Hebrews 10: 32-39 
Generally speaking, from Chapter 1 to 10:18, the writer of Hebrews presents the arguments that Jesus is the ultimate reality, the anti-type to the core O.T. types, i.e. Moses, priests, and sacrifices, bringing forth to us the New Covenant. Then from 10:19 to 10:22, the writer concludes that we can be cleansed and enter the holy place (the presence of God) through our faith in Jesus and what He has done for us. 

Then from 10:22 to 10:31, the writer goes into an exhortation: he encourages the readers to keep their faith (10:27), to hold fast their confession of hope (10:23), to stick together and love one another (10:24-25), to do good deeds (10:24), to not sin willfully (10:26), to not insult the Spirit because there will be a judgment (10: 26-31) which will be coming soon (10: 25) and the punishment will be severe for those who trample under foot the Son of God (10: 29).

We can see that as the writer is getting closer and closer to our selected text, he is concerned whether or not the readers will go beyond those previous Jesus-the-superior arguments and live the right kind of life as Christians. He has already heard that some of them have gone astray and are leading sinful lives. His tone is getting heavier and heavier. However he realizes that “the righteous shall live by faith” instead of “living under fear”. He understands that faith is the key and the foundation. If the readers hold on to their faith, they will live the right kind of lives. 

Because of this particular context, he writes our selected text (10:31-39). In a very encouraging tone, he is getting them ready to hear the “song of faith” (Chapter 11) in which he will define “faith” and list example after example to argue that the “principle of pleasing God by faith” has been embedded in the O.T. from beginning to end. 

In order to encourage the readers to complete their journey of faith and to finish their fights against the faith destroyers, the writer presented these points in my selected text: (1) they should remember they have been fighting good fights against faith destroyers (10:32-34); (2) faith journey is a process and they will complete it (10:36); (3) it will finish soon and they will be rewarded (10:34-37); (4) do not shrink back and they are not those people (10:38-39); (5) until then remember one thing: God says, “My righteous one shall live by faith”. (10: 38)     
If this text was missing, what would the book be lacking?        
Well, without this selected text, the book would be lacking a paragraph that shows a loving way of encouraging Christians to hang on and complete their journey of faith despite afflictions. Yes, for some Christians, sometimes we have to warn them of the severe consequences if they don’t change.  However, for most other Christians most of the times, we have to remind them of all the good works of faith they have already gone through and they can hang on and complete their “beautiful fights” and they will be rewarded pretty soon. 
This selected text is a condensed paragraph which beautifully summarizes the main ideas of the writer which are scattered throughout the book. These ideas tie in with his intention of writing this book, i.e. encourage the readers to hold fast their original confidence in Christ to finish their course of conflicts with the Evil and they will be rewarded. This is the theme paragraph that cannot be missed. 
