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Target Group/ Goal
We have a group of about twenty elementary schoolers in our church. I am planning a one year program to teach the kids how to live a righteous life, meaning how to do the the things that are right in the eye of God. 

The Overall Scheme

There are four parts of the plan:

1. During the first fifteen minutes of every Sunday service, I will have all the kids and their parents sit in the front rows for a children’s time. The rest of the congregation can also participate in the activities. Ethical knowledge mainly based on the teleological and deontological systems will be taught. (Reason: I believe just knowing what is right is not enough. It is important to help the kids develop virtues. When the parents and the whole congregation also know what we have taught the kids, they can help them practice the ethical knowledge in all interactions to increase the likelihood of developing the virtues.)

2. The children will then go to a 45-minute Sunday school class in which they will watch related videos and discuss the ethical issues. (Unlike Divine-command ethical system, more thoughts and discussions are needed to understand the teleological and deontological ethical thoughts.) 

3. Every school day after school, parents and kids can come back to church to spend an hour interacting with one another. The parents can work together to supervise their kids over their homework. (Reason: More interactions can increase the chances of applying the ethical knowledge learned.)   
4. During long vacations, half day camps will be arranged for the kids and parents to learn how to seek help and directions from God and the Scripture in doing the right things. (With the foundation of teleological and deontological ethical systems, they will be ready to move on to the divine commands.)   

The Bottom Lines in Operations
1. I will try my best to teach them things they can practice everyday. For example, I will teach them that it is important to greet each other with a smile or a bow or a ‘hello’; otherwise we will not feel warmth in church or in the house (Teleological system). Take another example, I will teach them that it is important to work hard studying because your knowledge will help many people who need help (Teleological system). 

2. I will need to build them up in a way to fight against the post-modern world view that everything is a matter of personal choice. Of course, I need to teach them that there are things that are relative, like our favorite food or color. However, there are things that are right for everybody. For example, as teachers and parents are helping us, it is right to respect them and be polite to them (deontological system). Similarly, keeping promises and telling the truth are absolutely right.
3. I will use more songs and captivating slides so that the chances for them to retain the information are higher and the chances of practicing the virtues are higher.

4. I will use The VeggieTales Videos for the Sunday School which are good materials for teaching the virtues of  courage, patience, sharing, humbly listening to advice, being honest, controlling anger, being helpful, respecting parents, using kind words, forgiving others, etc.

5. In the half-day camps, I will need to handle more difficult lessons which are necessary to prepare them for facing the challenges from the secular world. For example, the secular world will say, ‘Survival for the fittest is natural and selfish behaviors are normal.’ The reality of sin and the need for salvation (kingdom ethics) can be introduced. After a few months’ education on what’s right and what’s wrong, hopefully they will understand the lesson because so many people are doing the wrong things.

6. In the half-day camps, I will also teach them the prayer format which will tie in with ethical education, e.g. ‘Lord, I promise I will try my best to … Please help me.’ ‘Lord, I am sorry that I … I promise I will try my best to … Please help me.’ I will teach them the core message that God is a good God and He will help us do the right thing if we try our best. 

7. In the half-day camps, I will also draw their attention to the parallel between children listening to their parents and people listening to God. Sometimes we do not yet understand why our parents tell us to do this or that. However, we trust them and follow their words. Such teaching will pave the way for them to follow divine commands.

8. In the half-day camps, I will also teach the kids and parents to watch out for people touching them inappropriately (sexual predators). Hopefully it will also reinforce their understanding of the kingdom ethics. It will also open their eyes to the wrong things in the church, e.g. selfishness, rudeness, not keeping promises, etc. This will make the ethical education very relevant.          
