Read this before looking at the exam:

1. Please keep in mind that even though this is a take-home exam, it is not an open-book/open-note exam. You are not allowed to use any books or notes to assist you in taking this test.

2. Since you are not to use any external resources on the exam, please do not look at the exam until you have finished studying and are prepared to take the exam.

3. You do not have to take the exam all at once but once you have begun the exam you should not consult any books or notes that might have a bearing on the exam. 

4. Since we are not all taking the exam at the same time, once you have begun the exam, please do not discuss the exam with anyone else in the class until you are sure that both of you have completed the exam.  

5. If you have any questions regarding the exam, please feel free to email me at any time and I will attempt to address them as quickly as possible. I cannot guarantee that questions emailed to me the day before the exam is due will be responded to in time to be helpful. 

6. This is a comprehensive exam and will cover any material that has been discussed in class. (Though course readings and videos will not be tested directly, the information you gained from them will certainly benefit you as you take the exam). Although a study guide has been provided to help you prepare for the exam, do not assume that everything on the exam has been addressed in the study guide. It is up to you to make sure that you have prepared properly.  

CHS 505/506: Exam #3
Name: _Dennis Yeung___________ 
Date:_4/20/2013_______
Box #: _198____

Please indicate how much time you spent on this exam. (This will not be factored into your grade, it is purely for the purposes of evaluating the exam.)  __4 hours_______
A. In the space provided, indicate the correct date for each of the following events and time periods (2 pts. each).

1. Apostolic Era
__95-150_

2. The Early Middle Ages
__476-1000_

3. Enlightenment Christianity
_1660-1798_
4. The Reformation
_1517-1660_
5. Council of Chalcedon
_451___

6. The Diet of Worms
_1521__
7. Nineteenth Century Christianity
_1789-1914_

8. The Peace of Westphalia
_1648__

B. Match each of the following persons and events with the appropriate time period or century (e.g., 1800s or 19th century) (2 pts. each). 

1. Vatican I
_k___
a. the Apostolic era
2. Peace of Westphalia
_i___
b. the Apologist era
3. Justin Martyr
_b___
c. the Ante-Nicene era
4. Immanuel Kant
_j___
d. the Nicene era
5. Oliver Cromwell
_i___
e. the post-Nicene era
6. Schleiermacher
_k___
f. the Early Middle Ages
7. Leo the Great
_e___
g. the High Middle Ages

8. Edict of Milan
_c___
h. the Late Middle Ages
9. Synod of Dort
_i___
i. the Reformation
10. Origen
_c___
j. the Enlightenment era
11. The Thirty Years War
_i___
k. the Nineteenth Century

12. Jonathan Edwards
_j___
j. the Enlightenment era
13. Second Great Awakening
_k___

14. Irenaeus
_b___

15. Chrysostom
__e__


C. Please provide a concise answer for each of the following questions. (5 pts. each)

1. The era after the Reformation is often characterized as one of growing “orthodoxy”? What is meant by this and what were some of the factors that contributed to this development? 

As a response to the Protestant reformed theology, the Catholic Church refined and hardened their theology to avoid being accused as semi-Pelagian or too Calvinist. Besides the Catholic Church, there was also a growth in the Lutheran orthodoxy. After Luther’s death there were 6 major debates regarding Luther’s theology which was not a coherent system. As a result, the Lutheran orthodoxy had embraced more intellectualism and scriptural inerrancy. Furthermore, after Calvin died, there was a strong challenge from Arminianism. In response to that, the Calvinist theologians met at the Synod of Dort and established the five point Calvinism. Later the Reformed Theology was rigidly formed in the Westmister Confession.
How would you assess this development? Do you see it as a positive or negative development? Why?


On the one hand I see it as positive because it pushed theologians to think through their theologies to make sure that what they believe was in line with the Scripture. It was good to those who saw the convincing arguments of the other camps and realized the contradictions between them and sought the right way to follow Christ instead of verbal or physical fights. On the other hand, I see it as negative because they just built their theologies to defend their own camps and spent most time and energy fighting against each other instead of seeking a better way to honor the whole scripture.
2. Briefly explain what “pietism” is, including when, where, and why it developed.

In the late 17th Century, as a response to the intellectualism and spiritual dryness of growing orthodoxy, a German man, Spener, set up a movement for deep spiritual experience for Christians. He encouraged Christians to meet in small groups which were known as ‘pious assemblies’. They emphasized home discipleship, lay people serving as shepherds, avoiding theological debates, devotional life and practical teachings. 
Identify and explain four negative consequences that arose as a result of German pietism.
The negative consequences of German pietism include: (1) it emphasized personal subjective religious experiences that might not be biblical; (2) the movement had moved towards more and more anti-reason or anti-intellectualism; (3)  being too focused on subjective experiences, they would neglect good deeds; (4) the movement had become more and more anti-institution and anti-clergy.
3. Identify and explain four factors that contributed to the growing emphasis on 'reason' in the Enlightenment. 

In the era prior to the Enlightenment, an influential philosopher, Descartes taught that senses were unreliable and we could only find certainty through reason. People gradually saw that religious wars or individual experiences could not prove anything with certainty. Even different theologies based on authorities or traditions clashed. Furthermore, the discoveries of scientists like Galilee and Newton gave ‘reason’ more credibility.
How would you assess this development?
I see it as a good direction in the sense that God created the ‘whole person’ of human beings, i.e. will, mind, senses and spirit. Therefore, human beings should seek God or relate to God through our ‘whole person’ including our ‘reason’. It is not right for religious people to trample on ‘reason’. However, I see it as a wrong direction if the movement would eventually become anti-senses or anti-revelation. God has never created our mind/reason to function in isolation. Senses are important also.
4. We identified a number of different ways in which the American religious experience is distinct from religion in Europe. List at least three of those factors, briefly explaining how each contributed to the uniqueness of American religiosity. 
Firstly, the early immigrants came to America to seek more religious freedom of expression. Initially they didn’t want to break away from their churches in Europe. However, eventually America fought the Independence War and so naturally the churches in America, including the Anglican and the Methodist churches, had to seek independence and elect their own archbishops. Secondly, there was more space in America and Christians tended to be more tolerant of differences. After all they used to be the ones being scrutinized in Europe. If their religious experiences were different from other local people, they could choose to move to another city that was more tolerant, like Rhode Island and Pennsylvania. Gradually the idea of ‘Christians of different denominations’ had become the norm in America. Thirdly, five waves of trans-denominational revivals had happened in America. After each revival there was a surge of social activism. They had a vision to build a Benevolent Empire to usher in the millennium of God. Volunteerism was the norm across most denominations to serve the society.  
5. The nineteenth century produced a number of important challenges that provoked strong conservative reactions in both the Catholic and Protestant churches. What are at least four of those challenges and why were they problematic for conservative theologians?
The first challenge was from influential philosophers, e.g. Kant. The argument that there was not such a thing as objectivity gained momentum. Nothing could really be proved or disproved. Kant argued that religion was needed not because it was real but functional. Such an argument brought Christianity to the same level as other religions. All along Christianity had claimed that the Biblical narratives are historical events. Therefore, such a challenge was problematic. Secondly, there was the challenge of evolutionism or natural selection from Charles Darwin. It suggested that living things would change for the better and God did not participate in the progress. So the authenticity of the Bible was undermined and ‘survival for the fittest’ would replace the Law of God. Thirdly, there was the challenge from Liberal Theology which taught that Jesus modeled a morally perfect man. Christians should follow Jesus’ example and establish moral-ethical Kingdom of God. Conservative theologians could not accept that because Jesus’ death on the cross as a God-man for our redemption was the center of Christianity. The last challenge was from historical criticism which asserted that orthodox Christianity did not present a historical Jesus. They argued that there had been different views of Jesus’ story and the historicity of Christianity needed to be examined critically. It was a great challenge to conservative theologians because they had upheld the inerrancy of the Scripture.       
A. Write an essay providing your perspective on the following question. (25 pts.)

· Essay Question: What does it mean to be an American “evangelical”? What are the main historical streams that feed into evangelicalism and what significance does each have for understanding modern evangelicalism? 
An American ‘evangelical’ is someone who believes in the five solas, has a clear born-again experience, regularly studies the Bible, maintain one’s inner Christian passion by means of Christian literature and music, regularly attends periodic revival meetings, participates in voluntary work for the good of the society, participate in missionary work and downplay the mysterious aspects of Christianity. 
There are several historical streams that feed into evangelicalism. Firstly, the Reformed theology (with the primary focus on salvation by faith, not work) forms the backbone of modern evangelicalism. Therefore, modern evangelicalism emphasizes ‘salvation by faith’. They are very sensitive to any language that suggests something needs to be done to show one’s faith. Besides, the inerrancy and the supreme authority of the Scripture cannot be compromised. The Scripture (at least the original texts) is literally taken as infallible.    

Secondly, in the 17th Century Pietism movement, home Bible study was stressed. Efforts were directed towards studying the Bible in a practical way so that the disciples would live a pious life. Experience was more important than theology and so lay people could also shepherd other believers. Lay people could interpret the Scripture as long as they could practically disciple believers to live a pious life. As a result, an average American evangelical today may emphasize Bible study as a regular activity and a more experienced believer can lead a Bible study. They can share their own interpretations of the scripture freely as long as they can show relevance to living a Christian life. Their mentality is that the more one ‘studies’ (not just read) the Bible, the more pious one’s life will be. 
Thirdly, before the Reformation, as a result of the practice of infant baptism, almost all members of the community were church members. As a reaction to that, the Anabaptists wanted to emphasize that only the individuals with born-again experiences should receive baptism to become members of the church. They wanted to exclude those who did not truly believe. Under the influence of that historical stream, many denominations now also emphasize the importance of born-again experience. However, they still need to properly deal with the fact that those growing up in a Christian family may not have a clear born-again experience.

Fourthly, as a reaction to the Liberal Theology, the Fundamentalists wrote a clear statement of their faith which included the virgin birth, the substitutionary atonement, and the bodily resurrection and return of Christ. Such Fundamentalists’ positions of faith have become an important part of American Evangelicalism. They emphasize a lot the deity of Christ because the Liberal Theology once launched hard attacks on that. Somehow they downplay the human nature of Christ. As a result, less and less language is used to teach Christians to learn from Christ as a perfect human model regarding his perfect submission to the Father, reliance on the Holy Spirit and his total commitment to loving his disciples despite his human limitations. 
Fifthly, there were five waves of revival in the history of American Christianity. Therefore, most American evangelicals use periodic retreat or revival meetings to lift up the spirit of the church members. Basically in the meetings, the spirit of members is lifted through sermons and music. The inner feeling of Christian passion is used to measure the success of those meetings. The historical stream of Romanticism in early American history may have accounted for part of this trend. The whole thing started as a reaction to the dryness and intellectualism of growing orthodoxy following the reformation period.
Sixthly, we know that only a very small portion of early American immigrants were of Catholic or Lutheran backgrounds. Therefore, American evangelicalism greatly downplays the mysterious aspects of Christianity, like supernatural spiritual gifts, the use of physical symbols, the laying of hands, the mystery of sacraments, the use of liturgy and the spiritual authority of ordained leaders. In the early 20th Century there was a Pentecostal Revival which impacted most denominations. Maybe the American evangelicals do not want to endorse the mysterious or charismatic aspects of that revival, so they choose to not include that revival as one of the mainstream revivals.  

Last but not least, American evangelicalism stresses the mobilization of volunteers to fulfill the social and evangelical missions. Volunteerism has been the result of the determination of early American to separate the government and the church, the existence of Christian denominations, and the energy after the revivals to create a Benevolent Empire to usher in Biblical millennium. For example, the Student Volunteer Movement in the late 19th Century was a great success in sending many volunteers to different places of the world.     
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