Essay Questions:
#1

From 1 Corinthians 8:1 to 11:1, Paul has laid down very useful principles of liberty for Christians and servants of God. Those principles or guidelines are especially useful in decision making processes regarding grey-area issues. I have organized Paul’s thinking patterns into 5 different principles:

1. whether or not our actions will adversely influence another Christian’s faith: 
Some of us have more knowledge and thus are “stronger” in our conscience, and so we do not worry certain grey-area actions will affect our faith, like buying lotteries, investing in shares, occasional drinking (not getting drunk) or smoking, etc. However, Paul says the key is not whether or not our actions will affect our faith but whether or not they will adversely affect other Christians’ faith, especially those Christians with weaker conscience. Paul considers it a principle of “love”. (8:1, 8:9, 10:23-24, 10:32)

2. whether or not our actions will be favorable to the preaching of the gospel:

Sometimes as a servant of God, we realize that we enjoy certain rights or privileges. For example, we have the right to receive a handsome salary. After all, it is not an easy job to preach the gospel and we deserve to be paid at a reasonable rate. Furthermore we have the right to use our money to buy a better house, a better car, a better TV, and to eat at a better restaurant, etc. However, Paul encourages us to think otherwise. The key is not whether or not we have the right to do so; but whether or not our actions will help us preach the gospel and win souls (9:12, 9:22-23, 10:33).  
3. whether or not our actions will make us lose control of our behavior, hence disqualifying us for rewards in HIS Kingdom:

There are many things that are not sinful in themselves, like eating tasty foods or enjoying plenty of sleep. However, Paul says in order to get a reward from God, he will aim at higher levels of self-control because he realizes that when we indulge our bodies, we will eventually become unfit for ministry. (9:27, 10:23)

4. whether or not our actions will glorify God before other people who may have weaker conscience:

We often think that what we do will glorify God. However, it is possible that we think it will glorify God only by the standard of our own conscience. Paul encourages us to consider other people’s conscience when it comes to glorifying God. (10:28-31) Putting on an elegant suit will glorify God with a group of Christians while dressing in simple clothing will glorify God with another group of Christians.
5. whether or not our actions will serve as a good model for other Christians:

If we simply ask ourselves, “Will God want Christian kids to copy my behavior?” before we decide whether or not to do a certain thing, it will be the right way to go. (11:1)  Driving at a speed of 55 mph in a 50 mph zone probably will not get us a ticket, but God certainly does not want a Christian youth with a new driving permit to copy our behavior.  

#2

The essence of the following key verses:

3:23 

This verse points out clearly that ALL have sinned (strong #264: miss the mark; err; swerve from the truth), meaning there is no exception. “Fall short of” (strong #5302: lack, want, fail to reach) and “glory” (strong #1391: splendor, brightness, praise, honor resulting from good opinions and judgment) of God tell us that no one has God’s glory because of our sinful conditions. The core message of this verse is that ALL human beings (whether or not you are following a set of written behavioral code or your own conscience) have swerved from the truth and hence lost the glorious life of the creator.

5:8

The key message of this verse is that God’s love for us sinners is shown to be unconditional because his love was expressed towards us not as a response to our positive changes. HE loved us and was willing to die for us when we were still detestable sinners. The verse going before this clearly tries to make such a point, “For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.” In short, God sent His Son to die for us not because we deserve it but because He loves us so much.
6:23

“Wages” (strong # 3800: whatever eaten with bread, like meat paid to soldiers) of sin communicates to us a notion that sinning (missing the mark) is like laborious services offered by soldiers. It also highlights the fact that people try to get something through sinning. Unfortunately all that we can get through sinning is “death” (physical death and eternal separation from God). On the contrary, Jesus Christ has made “eternal life” (eternally abiding in God) available to us freely, meaning we don’t need to work hard for that. We just receive it. 
8:1

“Condemnation” (strong # 2631: sentence pronounced against) is a court decision. Those who have chosen to be one with Jesus will not face any condemnation in God’s Judicial System because God already sent His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin; He already condemned sin in the flesh (verse 8:3). The whole system of punishment for sinners does not apply to those who have accepted Christ as the one who has received the punishment for their sins.
12:1

The core message with this verse is: Paul’s heart is filled with God’s mercy for the good of the believers and hence he strongly and urgently encourages them to serve and worship (adore) God by giving up their own will in living their physical lives so that they can live a life that pleases God, which is in essence a living and holy sacrifice to God. So the focus of a Christian is no more on avoiding punishments for deviation from behavioral codes; but on living our life as a fragrant offering to God out of our deep gratitude to His love for us.      
#3

Based on 2 Cor 3, the New Covenant was defined as a message spoken through the Spirit of God to the hearts of the believers who will then receive God’s righteousness and the ability to live a holy life through the Spirit. 
Based on Paul’s exposition in 2 Cor. 3, the New Covenant is in marked contrast with the Old Covenant. First of all, unlike the Old Covenant which was written on a stone for Moses to carry to the Israelites so that they could read and obey, the New Covenant was a message spoken through the Spirit of God to the hearts of the believers. Therefore, when believers received the message of the New Covenant, their hearts were in direct contact with the Spirit. (2 Cor 3:3). 
Secondly, Paul used the words “kills”, “death” and “condemnation” to describe the effects of administering the Old Covenant because those who received the Old Covenant had not been given the Spirit to enable them to live a holy everlasting life. In contrast with these, when one administers the New Covenant, he/she leads the believers to receive the Spirit which renders them righteousness and enables them to live a holy everlasting life. (2 Cor 3:6 and 3:9)   
#4

Paul views the Old Testament Law as holy, righteous and good (Romans 7:12). In other words, the Law is not sinful (7:7). On the contrary, it is precious and it is important. (9:4) If a man could practice the righteousness based on the Law, he would live by that righteousness. (10:5) In Paul’s analysis, the issue is not with the Law, but what we want to do with the Law. Some Jews insisted that they could attain righteousness (justification) by complying with the Law. According to Paul’s analysis, they were wrong and they failed to see that without Christ, the Law is incomplete in the business of justification. (10:1-8)

So, how does the Law function? The Law expresses the will of God, i.e. what kind of living is a real life (holy life, good life, not life leading to death) (7:10; 7:16). However, no one is able to comply with the Law because of the presence of sin in all of us (7:7-25). On the contrary, because of the presence of the Law, man can see very clearly that the issue of sin is very real and nasty because we know the Law is good but we cannot comply with it (7:15-25) and we have a tendency to deliberately go against it (7:7-11). Paul argues that the Law and our negative experiences in trying to get justified by following the Law are supposed to lead us to a conviction that we all need another way of attaining righteousness and that conviction will let us appreciate fully the free gift of justification through faith in Christ’s redemptive work (3:24-26).

Paul asserts that the Law has ceased to be an end in itself (a complete system) in the business of justification. He says, “Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.” (10:4). In that sense, the Law as a viable independent system of justification has terminated. However, Paul is very cautious in his wording; he says, “Do we then nullify the Law through faith? May it never be! On the contrary, we establish the Law.” (3:31) Hence, we can see that Paul is trying to get across the message that the Law is still very significant in the whole business of justification and sanctification though faith in Christ alone can get us justified. 

Paul says, “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the Law.” (13:8) Paul does not want the believers to stop at getting justified by faith. It is important to remind them that the whole purpose of Christ’s redemptive work is to enable us to live a life acceptable to God and pleasing God. Therefore, knowledge of the Law will definitely keep us in perspective and direct our process of sanctification. Oftentimes New Covenant believers are tempted to think that it is easier to please God now because we have only one principle to live by – to love. However, Paul reminds us that he who loves (really loves) his neighbor has fulfilled the Law. And he also says we always owe each other ‘love’. Hence, knowledge of the Law will help check whether or not we are following the leading of the Spirit to complete the process of sanctification. 

I believe it is not just a matter of courtesy to the O.T. for Paul to say that “we establish the Law”. Jesus also says that no one single stroke of the Law will be done away with. So I believe the Spirit will complete His work of sanctification on believers by speaking His Law (He once wrote with His own hand) into our hearts. (2 Cor 3) So, “love” is not based on some fleeting impulses of good will but very solid Spirit-inspired and life-giving words of His everlasting Law. Furthermore, Christianity is not just a matter of individual holiness. On the contrary, the full actualization of Christianity will take the form of a kingdom and the kingdom will rule with the Law written by the Almighty God.             
