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Techniques Used
Firstly, to connect all the individual sermons in the series, Art from time to time reiterated the single most important theme ‘God’s providence’ which he believed the story was about and he intentionally tried to impress the congregation with. Secondly, though the whole series was focused on one thing, I noticed that Art did not miss any golden opportunities to help the congregation get their theology right. The scripture was rich in many of such materials. Art usually did it quickly as side notes in order to not distract the audience from the main theme. It was good because it added varieties of thoughts to the series, e.g. ‘God is the ultimate hero’, ‘the Bible lifts women’s status’, ‘being happy is not a sin’, etc. Such enlightening side-notes also served to keep the audience’s attention; otherwise one-theme preaching would have made the sermon too predictable from beginning to end. Thirdly, Art often explained the text or talked about the context with scripture from other books of the Bible, like ‘… Israel had no king, … did whatever seemed right in their own eyes’, ‘the town was stirred like … the Ark of the Covenant returning to Israel’, etc. Such a pattern will definitely lift the congregation’s confidence in the ability of the Bible in explaining and defending itself. Fourthly, Art oftentimes illustrated his points with his personal stories, contemporary stories from other people and some good quotes from gifted people like C.S. Lewis. Fifthly, Art often helped congregation feel the impact of the text on the original hearers so as to understand the intended messages. For example, the original word for ‘garment’ was the same as that for ‘wing’; the adjective to describe Boaz was the same as that to describe Ruth; and the instructions given by Naomi to Ruth carried strong sexual suggestions to Hebrew readers. Sixthly, Art helped audience see the contrast between scenarios that he believed the author intentionally put in the text, e.g. ‘Naomi’s saying that she came back empty-handed’ vs ‘Boaz’s saying that Ruth should not go back to Naomi empty-handed’; and ‘the excitement of the whole town’ vs ‘the bitterness inside of Naomi’.  Last but not least, Art often bridged the cultural gap so as to make the text make more sense to the audience. For instance, ‘bathing, anointing, changing’ usually marked the end of mourning and city gate was actually the place for formal business like the modern town hall.                         

Some Other Lessons Learned
Firstly, I have learned that it is good to start each sermon with a prayer in which we praise God, thank God and ask for God’s blessings with reference to the truths we have learned so far in the series. Secondly, from time to time a preacher can talk to the audience in a way to let them know that he/she really wants them to see what he/she sees. For instance, several times Art said, ‘Get my grip?’ Thirdly,  a preacher can focus on telling the story without too much lecturing, believing that the Holy Spirit will speak to individual hearers through different parts of the story. Fourthly, since the story is so concise, if we do not unpack it, the audience may not get the ‘thrust’. Fifthly, we need to be upfront with our listeners. If we do not have the needed information to interpret a certain part of the text or if we are making a good-faith guessing, we should tell them. Sixthly, I need to attend to the rise and fall of my intonation. Art had never kept the same tone for more than two minutes. Last but not least, I should always align my sermons around certain FCF’s (Fallen Condition Focus) phrased properly to speak for the audience and for them to take away, e.g. ‘If God is merciful, why …’ and ‘Come meet Jesus and glean His field’.         
Things to Avoid
.   I will avoid including difficult textual or grammatical analysis, like chiasm, in my sermon because my congregation is not so academic in their approach to studying the scripture. Other than that I cannot think of anything bad in the skills of preaching as demonstrated by Art which I should avoid in my sermon. Overall, I have learned a lot through the Ruth Series.  
