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Book Analysis on “Give Praise to God” edited  by Ryken, Thomas & Duncan
 The greatest strength and the greatest weakness of this book is also the fact that different writers contribute to different areas of the subject of “worship”. It is good that different writers can focus on the areas of worship that they are good at, but on the other hand, readers cannot get one single coherent picture of an ideal worship form from the book. 
In the first section “The Bible and Worship”, the remark that “God is dangerous to those who are careless in worship however sincere” gives me an insight that the spirit of “the fear of the Lord” can actually be taught by the Doctrine of Carefulness in worship. Moreover, we should also be cautious of the wrong mentality that worship is only the “means” to the end of “having the presence of God”. Such mentality leads to the careless invention of new elements for worship services which will make it virtually unable for audience to focus on God alone. There is a good quote from C.S. Lewis – “The perfect church service would be one we were almost unaware of (because) our attention would have been on God.”
In the second section “Elements of Biblical Worship”, one writer stresses that expository preaching is the center of worship. The goal is to present accurately the theme messages of the whole Bible. Therefore, we should not avoid any Biblical themes, e.g. the issue of sin, though the topic seems to be unpopular. However, another writer believes that God speaks most directly to the audience when we simply read God’s word publicly, which is powerful and serves a purpose that cannot be replaced by preaching. He listed 11 practical guidelines for public reading of scripture in the hope of letting God speak most directly to people. One of the guidelines is that the preacher should be the one who reads the scripture. I agree but unfortunately my church is not practicing this as of now. 
Another core element for worship is the Lord’s Supper. Readers are reminded that the “seriousness of our tone” in ministering the Lord’s Supper is the most important. As the book is compiled in memory of Dr. Boice, one of his powerful stories is related in this regard. 
On December 31st 1999, when ministering the Lord’s Supper to a congregation who were worrying about Y2K, he said with the most earnest tone, “Understand that your problem is not that your computer might stop working, but that you are going to die. Having died, you are going to stand in judgment before God. If you have not come to him through Jesus Christ, as represented here in his death on the cross, then you will be condemned forever.” Not a sound was heard and with the greatest sobriety the congregation received the Lord’s Supper. Dr. Boise died soon after that communion and the congregation believed that he was well prepared for his death. This story definitely will stick to my mind and keep reminding me that the key is the “seriousness of our heart and then our tone”. 
In the third section “Preparing for Biblical Worship”, readers are reminded that private and family worship is important to prepare ones for Biblical corporate worship. The obstacles to successful family worship are well identified, i.e. a late start, an unsupportive wife, a lazy husband, a resistant audience and an uncooperative schedule. Another great obstacle to a strong corporate worship is the fact that corporate worship is not the top priority for many church members. For instance, few members will resist attractive job relocation because of their commitment to corporate worship. Unstable membership will surely hurt corporate worship. 

I like the chapter on “Worship and the Emotions” but I think it should have been placed in the last section “Worship, History and Culture” because it has a very good analysis of the weaknesses of contemporary charismatic worship. Some charismatic leaders criticize traditional worship for the lack of room for spontaneity of emotional expression due to the use of liturgies and traditional sermons. However they are not aware of the fact that their careful planning and staging of worship may simply stimulate emotions instead of allowing spontaneity of genuine spirit-led emotions. 

The last section is indeed able to give readers a good tour around different worship forms in history. I like the candid description of nonconformist/non-liturgical worship – “…… a larger proportion of “hearers” who regularly attend without any idea or any serious purpose of worshipping at all.” The whole book ends with a chapter on Calvin’s Theology of Worship. Two insights stick out for me. Firstly, worship is not “magic”. It is valid not because what we have done but because what God’s Spirit does with it and through it. Secondly, we need to caution people against “superstitious worship” which is motivated not by the Spirit but by an anxiety about his will towards us. 
Towards the end of the book, it is stressed that seekers need to “make an effort” to understand the language used in the church, meaning the church should not too easily change their language for fear of compromising the gospel. I agree with certain reservations. I agree that seekers should “make an effort” in becoming Christians. However, I think a more accurate guideline of using the right language in worship is that the church needs to carefully follow the leading of the Holy Spirit to use the best words to deliver Biblical messages clearly, so that seekers can see what the gospel really is, and “make an effort” to change their minds and lives to conform to the gospel.  
